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IJC RECEIVES COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS ON POLLUTION FROM VESSEL OPERATIONS 


The Great Lakes Commission in August made recommendations to the International 
Joint Commission, through the Department of State, regarding need for further special 
attention to water pollution problems in the Great Lakes resulting from vessel opera- 
tions. The suggestions included a proposal for an IJC-sponsored meeting similar to 
one held in Detroit in 1958, to direct public and legislative attention to present 
pollution regulations and programs, assess their adequacy and explore other means 
for achieving further improvement. Attention was called to the importance of avoid- 
ing any undue singling out of shipping operations as a source of water pollution in 
the lakes. 





SEAWAY BEING PUBLICIZED AT HOME AND ABROAD 





In a move to strengthen liaison with the lake ports the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation has opened a field office in Detroit. Deputy Administrator 
Joseph McCann heads the Detroit office. The new quarters are located in Cobo Hall, 
the city's new waterfront convention center, and reportedly are being made available 
for $1 for a five-year lease. 


Europeans will be better informed of the Seaway route as a result of an exhibit 
in Paris from September 30 to October 15. The display is a joint activity of the 
two Seaway agencies and will be shown in connection with the International Exhibition 
for Inland Navigation. 


OHIO APPRAISES EROSION CONDITIONS ALONG ITS LAKE ERIE SHORELINE 





More than 13 miles of Ohio's Lake Erie shore are subject to critical erosion 
according to a report recently issued by the state's division of shore erosion (see 
Current References). Field surveys conducted during June identified 22 critical 
erosion areas and found shorelines receding at rates up to 20 feet per year. The 
rating of "critical" was applied only to stretches of shore where homes, subdivisions 
or highways are threatened by destruction within the next few years. Survey officials 
indicated a change in lake level or beach conditions could increase the number of 
critical areas and reported many additional stretches subject to rapid erosion were 
not included in the report because of less intensive usage. 


Ohio officials have suggested that communities consider lake shore zoning to 
discourage new construction in hazardous shore areas, the survey having indicated 
more than 600 homes now are threatened. Under present policies the state, to the 
extent funds are available, shares in the cost of shore protection with communities 
and property owners. State laws also provide for reappraisal of tax valuation 
where property has been lost or damaged by erosion, 
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CURRENT LAKE PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Chicago Expects $30 Million Port Bond Issue Soon - Availability of funds for the 
proposed $30 million expansion of port facilities at Lake Calumet is expected early 
next year, according to the Chicago Regional Port District. Financing arrangements 
have been hampered by navigation conditions but have been assisted by recent federal 
appropriations for straightening the river course and replacement of three obstruct- 
ing bridges. Facilities to be constructed with the funds include a 10-million bushel 
grain elevator, a open dock for steel and scrap, a cold storage warehouse and transit 
sheds. 





Traffic through the city's Navy Pier facility, now expanded to accomodate six 
ships, was reported through August to be 97,813 short tons of general cargo compared 
with 46,691 tons for the same period in 1960. 


Detroit's Mayor Calls for Port Study - Mayor Miriani in early August ordered the 
Detroit city planning agency to make an "all-out study" of a plan for port develop- 
ment along the Detroit River west of the Civic Center. The city's waterfront 
committee has recommended a site in this area having more than 3,000 feet of water- 
front for public port development. 





Duluth Receives Initial Plans for Private Port Development - Construction work on 
new port facilities costing $10-15 million will be underway within two years, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the International-Duluth Seaport Corporation in exercising 
its option to lease a 135-acre waterfront tract. Reports indicate negotiations thus 
far have been completed for a potash bulk loading plant and an acid tank farm, and 
an agreement is expected soon for a 5-million bushel grain elevator. All facilities 
at the planned marine terminal will be operated under lease arrangements with the 
corporation, 





Erie Marina Project to Start Soon - Contracts have been awarded for work on the first 
phases of the new Peninsula marina in Pennsylvania State Park on Presque Isle. The 
new facility ultimately will accomodate about 1,300 boats. 





Milwaukee Port Agency Opens New Terminal; Gets Power to Enforce Dock Upkeep - The 
city's second municipal cargo terminal, located on the new South Pier No. 2 formally 
dedicated on September 14, went into operation on August 21. Costing $450,000 less 
than the original estimates of $6.6 million, the new pier was financed through 
general obligation bonds issued by the city. Action is pending on the lease of a 
second terminal on the new pier. 





Legislation signed by Governor Nelson in September allows cities to require 
property owners to repair dock walls along the state's waterways. Sought by Mil- 
waukee's Board of Harbor Commissioners, the law empowers a harbor commission or city 
council to order improvements to deteriorated waterfront facilities within 90-day 
period after notice. If compliance does not follow, court action to force repairs 
at the owner's expense is authorized. 


Port of Monroe, Michigan Welcomes New Overseas Trade - International Day ceremonies 
were held at Monroe's port terminal on September 13 to welcome the first shipload of 
French autos -- 1,045 of them -- which will be distributed to a nine-state area. 
Renault, Inc. has one warehouse at the harbor under lease for processing cars before 
delivery and is completing another primarily for storage of cars. 





Toledo Foreign Trade Zone Opens - The 5.5-acre, duty-free foreign trade zone at 
Toledo's Presque Isle terminal was opened on August 28. Located within the zone is 
a 48,000-square foot warehouse. Operators of the new facility have indicated great- 
er emphasis will be placed on industrial operations than occurs in other U.S. zones. 
Another tenant at the public port facility, Toledo Overseas Terminals, has comp leted 
a $190,000 expansion program on its 12.5 acres of leased land. The firm's warehouse 
has been increased by 20,000 square feet, 600 feet of dock apron has been paved and 
stone surfacing added to six acres of open storage space. 








LAKE PORTS TAKE STEPS TO PROMOTE OVERSEAS GENERAL CARGO TRADE 





Measures taken recently to increase overseas commerce at four lake ports reflect 
growing recognition of the need for intensive traffic development programs. Notable 
among these measures is completion of an intensive freight rate study in Toledo (see 
separate item in this issue). Other action includes appointment of a European re- 
presentative by the Niagara Frontier Port Authority, the opening of a trade solicita- 
tion office in Minneapolis by the Port Authority of Duluth, and a request to city 
officials by the Milwaukee Board of Harbor Commissioners for the addition of a traffic 
representative to the port agency's staff. Development of promotional materials and 
methods also is receiving growing attention -- the completion of new port films and 
other materials in Milwaukee and Toledo and the latter's second European trade 
mission being recent notable examples. 


GREATER USE OF SEAWAY ROUTE FOR MILITARY CARGO UNDER STUDY 





The Secretary of Defense in mid-September announced formation of a special 
departmental task force to study the possibility of increasing shipments of defense 
cargo through the lake ports. The announcement came after a joint request earlier 
by 12 Great Lakes area senators had urged the Defense Department to revise its ship- 
ping patterns to make greater use of Great Lakes ports for military shipments. 


The senators noted that only 70,000 tons of defense cargo out of 12 million 
tons -- about six-tenths of one per cent -- was shipped overseas through the lake 
ports last year and estimated that savings of $1 to $3 per ton could be gained by 
utilizing the Seaway route. This route, they stressed, serves an area accounting 
for about 40 per cent of U.S. production, including substantial amounts of military 
goods. In their joint letter the senators recommended creation of a Great Lakes 
transportation command similar to those now on the other coasts; cost studies based 
on the movement of a minimum of 200,000 tons of military goods from the lake ports 
during the current season and a minimum of 500,000 tons in 1962; a federal require- 
ment that the railroads involved quote a commensurate reduced rate to the nearest 
lake port whenever Section 22 of the defense transportation act is invoked; and a 
review of related practices to assure accurate standardized costs. 


Prior to the senators' action, port representatives from Chicago, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Milwaukee and Toledo met to consider means of stimulating military exports 
via the lakes and Seaway. The advisory board to the Seaway Development Corporation, 
meeting on September 9, also passed a resolution urging greater use of the waterway 
for the shipment of defense materials. 


The Defense Secretary's announcement on the task force promised a comprehensive 
examination of the senators’ request and indicated about 90 days will be required 
for completion of the study, which will include a survey by a six-man group scheduled 
to visit the various lake ports in early October. 


AUTOMATIC BUOY TO BE USED IN REPORTING ON LAKE WATER CONDITIONS 





The U.S. Public Health Service plans this fall to place an instrument-filled 
buoy in southern Lake Michigan to provide continual reports on water conditions. In 
announcing the development of the new buoy, the Chicago office of PHS indicated the 
instruments will measure water temperature and currents at various depths and also 
the volume of inorganic solids. Information will be radioed to a shore station on 
a 24-hour basis. During the winter the instrument will be submerged to avoid surface 
ice. Plans call for placing about 30 of the devices in operation next spring to pro- 
vide data on the section of Lake Michigan south of a line between Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and Michigan City, Indiana. Work in this area is estimated to take about four months. 
Other sections of the Great Lakes will follow, the areas around major population 
centers being of initial concern. The buoys, developed by PHS as part of its com- 
prehensive Great Lakes pollution study and believed to be the first of their kind, 
are being built by the army engineers. 
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SEAWAY ACCIDENT COSTS DECLINE; STERN ANCHOR RULING FOR SHIPS POSTPONED 





Seaway shipping had a substantially better record with respect to accident 

losses in 1960 than in the first year of the waterway. This is the conclusion of 

a report made by the American Institute of Maritime Underwriters at an international 
conference in Lisbon, Portugal. The average accident cost last year was about 
$5,500 against $8,000 in 1959. The improvement was credited to more orderly traffic, 
better locking facilities, improved skills of ship and shore crews and tightening of 
regulations. Ship repair costs since 1955 were reported up 23 per cent at Great 
Lakes yards, but at ship yards on the other coasts the increases were 31-32 per cent. 


A proposed regulation by the Seaway agencies making mandatory a stern anchor 
on vessels transiting the Seaway has been deferred pending further study. The action 
followed the filing of protests by major U.S. and Canadian shipping organizations. 
Vessel construction and safety problems from anchors fouling propellers and rudders 
were major reasons cited for opposing the proposed regulation. 


TRANSPORTATION RATES CONCERN LAKE PORTS 





U.S. lake ports have joined in protesting a request of the Japan-Atlantic and 
Gulf Freight Conference to the Federal Maritime Commission for rate increases which 
would impose surcharges of 15 per cent to Lake Ontario ports and 25 per cent to 
ports farther westward. A hearing has been set for January 16 in New York City. 
Only two of the conference lines now have regular service between the lakes and 
Japan. Marchessini Lines, one of the 20 lines in the conference, filed the initial 
protest to the agreement alleging the proposed differentials would be in violation 
of the Shipping Act of 1916. 


In another current rate matter, Great Lakes interests are defending reduced 
rail charges on export grain movements to Lake Michigan ports before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. Seventeen southwestern railroads are opposing the reductions, 
The lake interests generally stress that the lowered rates will aid in the overall 
reduction in transportation charges from point of origin to final destination and 
will increase total U.S. grain exports, 


IMPORTANT FREIGHT RATE STUDY COMPLETED IN TOLEDO 





An intensive freight rate study completed for the Toledo-Lucas County Port 
Authority has concluded that unduly high railroad freight rates between Toledo and 
its hinterland are adversely affecting overseas commerce via that port. Based on 
an analysis of 31 commodities considered to have the greatest general cargo poten- 
tial for Toledo, the study found railroad freight rates exceed rail costs by a 
significantly larger margin on hauls from hinterland points to Toledo than on hauls 
from the same points to the east coast. Basis for the discrimination against Toledo, 
according to the study, is not a deliberate attempt but a failure by the railroads 
to adjust rates to reflect the opening of the Seaway. Chances for achieving such 
adjustments were described as improving due to a willingness by the more progressive 
railroad managements to accept the: Seaway and the traffic opportunities it provides. 


Among recommendations made in the study report are institution of an intensive 
program of economic analysis, negotiation of freight rate corrections, and freight 
solicitation; cooperative action along the same lines by the lake ports; organization 
of Toledo's traffic development program on the expectation of a 50 per cent increase 
in general cargo each year; and efforts to induce motor carriers to establish favor- 
able rates on import and export commodities moving through the port. 


The study was made by Charles Donley and Associates of Pittsburgh during the 
past year at a cost of $25,000 and reportedly is the first such study at a lake port. 
The research firm has been retained by the Toledo port authority for another year to 


continue its study and assist in implementing its previous findings and recommenda- 
tions. 





1962 FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR GREAT LAKES BASIN WATER PROJECTS 





The 1962 public works appropriations bill signed by the President on September 
30 provides funds totaling $36,223,000 for construction of new navigation works in 
the Great Lakes and rehabilitation of existing facilities. Of the money for 30 
projects, nearly two-thirds -- $23.6 million -- was designated for continuing the 
connecting channels deepening and construction of the new Poe lock in the Soo Canal. 
Two waterways connecting with the Great Lakes receiving construction funds -- not 
included in the listing below -- are the Calumet-Sag channel improvement, $7.7 
million, and the Great Lakes to Hudson River waterway, $770,000. 


Twelve basin projects were allocated $929,000 for advanced engineering and 
design (planning). The funds are for five new navigation projects, rehabilitation 
of five existing works and two flood control projects. 


Two of three special Great Lakes studies included under general investigations 
received funds substantially above the budget recommendations. The Great Lakes 
harbor survey was given $100,000, double the amount recommended in the budget and 
approved by the House of Representatives, and funds for studying the Lake Erie-Ohio 
Canal proposal were increased from $50,000 to $280,000 by both the House and Senate. 
The Great Lakes water level study received $75,000, the amount estimated by the 


Corps of Engineers as needed to complete the lake level regulation phase of the conm- 
prehensive study. 


Listed below are the Great Lakes basin projects receiving construction or 
planning funds this year. 

















Construction 

Navigation projects: $33,398,000 
Connecting channels 19,100,000 Toledo, Ohio $ 330,000 
New Poe lock 4,500,000 Erie, Penna, 500 ,000 
Calumet Harbor, Ill. 400 ,000 Ashland, Wis. 300 ,000 
Calumet River, I1l. 500 ,000 
Indiana Harbor, Ind, 300 ,000 Rehabilitation work: 2,385,000 
Detroit R. (Trenton channel) 400,000 Calumet Harbor, Ill. 230,000 
Little Lake, Mich. 200 ,000 Grand Haven, Mich. 300 ,000 
Manistee, Mich. 300 , 000 Menominee Harb. ,Mich.-Wis. 265,000 
Saginaw River, Mich. 3,000,000 South Haven, Mich, 300 ,000 
Duluth, Minn,.-Superior,Wis. 400 ,000 St. Joseph, Mich, 300,000 
Buffalo (N. entrance), N.Y. 600 ,000 Great Sodus Bay, N.Y. 240 ,000 
Buffalo (S. entrance), N.Y. 350,000 Cleveland, Ohio 200,000 
Rochester, N.Y. 500 ,000 Milwaukee, Wis. 250,000 
Ashtabula, Ohio 400 ,000 Sheboygan, Wis. 200 ,000 
Cleveland, Ohio 400 ,000 
Lorain, Ohio 418,000 Bridge alteration: 
Sandusky, Ohio 500,000 Buffalo, N.Y. 440 ,000 


Advanced Engineering and Design 











Navigation projects: $521,000 Rehabilitation work $173,000 
Menominee Harb. ,Mich.-Wis. 20 ,000 Holland, Mich. 68,000 
Duluth, Minn.-Superior,Wis. 75,000 Manistique, Mich, 45,000 
Ithaca, N.Y. 75,000 Conneaut, Ohio 17,000 
Cleveland, Ohio 284,000 Sandusky, Ohio 10,000 
Fairport, Ohio 67,000 Sturgeon Bay-L. Mich. Canal 33,000 

Flood Control 235,000 





Saginaw River, Mich. 100 ,000 Lackawanna, N.Y. 135,000 
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LAKE MICHIGAN SHORELINE DUNES AREAS RECEIVE CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC ATTENTION 


Senate bills relating to the Sleeping Bear Dunes and Pictured Rocks area in 
Michigan and the Indiana Dunes have been amended at the request of their Congres- 
sional supporters. Michigan's two senators requested removal of two prospective 
shoreline sites in Michigan from S. 543, the omnibus bill providing for studies for 
the preservation of 15 shoreline areas in the nation (see July News Letter). The 
request was made because proposals for these two areas have advanced beyond the study 
stage and are considered in independent bills -- S, 2152 and S. 2153 -- introduced 
in June. Public hearings on the Sleeping Bear proposal will be held this fall and 
are likely to result in revision of the bill. Present plans propose federal develop- 
ment of 77,000 acres of land and inland water and 37 miles of shoreline as a national 
recreation area. A detailed report of the area was issued by the National Park 
Service in September (see Current References). 





Revised legislation on the Indiana Dunes recreation area recently introduced 
by Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois and others would enlarge the proposed federal 
recreation site to approximately 9,000 acres, or about 1,000 acres more than pro- 
posed in the original bill. The major change would provide for including the 
proposed Burns Harbor site in the park area, 


IJC_ APPROVES STRUCTURES TO IMPROVE NIAGARA FLOW FOR POWER 





The International Joint Commission, following a hearing on August 11, approved 
proposals by New York State and Ontario power agencies for additional remedial 
construction in the Niagara River above the Falls to permit better utilization of 
water allotted for power purposes. Plans call for extension of a control structure 
on the Canadian side of the river, construction of a wall parallel to the shore 
above and below the control structure to channel the flow of ice, and removal of 
the top of a submerged weir above the control structure. The construction work is 
expected to prevent an annual loss of 1.8 billion kilowatt hours of power by re- 
storing the full power potential on the U.S. side of the river. 


The changes planned will not reduce the flow over the falls, which a 1950 
U.S.-Canadian treaty fixed at a minimum of 100,000 cubic feet per second in the 
daytime during the tourist season and at half this volume at night and in the off 
season. No additional diversion for power purposes was requested, but the New York 
agency suggested experiments be conducted to determine if more water than allowed 
by the treaty could be diverted. 


MICHIGAN FILES BRIEFS ON MADE LANDS AND PROPOSED HARBOR LINE EXTENSIONS 





Michigan's Attorney General in September filed a brief with the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Interior protesting the federal agency's ruling which resulted in claims 
of U.S. title to alluvial lands, formerly submerged, along the coasts of Florida 
and Louisiana (see May News Letter). The state's brief contends that "made lands" 
-- which are excluded from federal claims -- include lands formed by natural forces 
as well as those brought about by man. Areas of the state particularly affected 


are those near the mouth of the St. Clair River and sections of Saginaw and Green 
Bay. 


Another Michigan brief, prompted by the request of a realty firm for extension 
of harbor lines in the lower Detroit River, was filed with the Corps of Engineers, 
Detroit District, in August. The proposed change, involving about 1,400 acres, was 
opposed by the state because of the resulting destruction of the area as a natural 
habitat for waterfowl and fish and for public fishing, hunting and boating. The 
state also contends that materials used for fill would pollute the waters in the 
surrounding area and thus further injure fish and wildlife. A decision by the 
Secretary of the Army on the realty firm's application is expected about January. 
The state has successfully opposed two previous applications for fill in the same 
general area. 





LAKE MICHIGAN WATERS TO BE HARNESSED FOR POWER 





Lake Michigan waters are to be used to generate power in a new hydroelectric 
project being planned for a site south of Ludington, Michigan on the east shore of 
the lake. Consumers Power Company recently announced preliminary plans for a 
pumped-storage hydroelectric development having a capacity in excess of 150,000 
kilowatts. Using this method water will be pumped from Lake Michigan to a shore- 
line reservoir about 300 feet above the lake and will be released to produce 
hydroelectric power during periods of high demand for power. A process similar to 
this is in use at the new Niagara plant of the New York State Power Authority, 
storing water in a large reservoir during the night when reduced flow over Niagara 
Falls will not affect its scenic value. 


The process requires more power for pumping than is produced when the water 
flows through the turbines back to the lake, but having reserve hydroelectric power 
available to meet peak loads reduces requirements for coal-burning power facilities. 
Impetus to the planned project was given by the recent development of reversible 
turbines which can be used both to pump water to higher levels and to generate 
electricity through its fall. 


Construction of the new Consumers‘ plant will require two to three years. 
The company has a new steam-electric plant north of Holland, Michigan which will 
be placed in operation next year. Using coal received by lake carrier, this plant 
will have a capacity of 265,000 kilowatts. 


MICHIGAN WATER AGENCY ISSUES REPORT ON STATUS OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION CONTROL 


The Michigan Water Resources Commission recently has issued its annual rating 
of over 400 industrial plants which discharge wastes directly into the state's lakes 
and streams. Seven different status ratings, ranging from "control adequate" to 
"no control,'' were given to the 455 pollution situations covered in the survey. 

Top status was given in the report to 63 per cent of the 455 problems rated and 15 
per cent were indicated as unsatisfactory or having no control. The remaining 22 
per cent were reported as undetermined either with respect to the adequacy of pre- 
sent pollution control or as to the need for control. Construction, plans or 
studies for pollution control were reported for about 40 plants or 10 per cent of 
the total included in the survey. 





GREAT LAKES AREA APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES 





Ronald B. Peterson was appointed a New York member of the Great Lakes Commission by 
Governor Rockefeller in August. Mr. Peterson is Deputy Commissioner of the New 
York State Department of Commerce. 








Lieut. Col. Leon J. Hamerly became District Engineer, Buffalo District in early 
August. He succeeded Col. Earle B. Butler who has been assigned to a post in 
Columbus, Ohio. 











Captain Alfred T. Meschter became the first Administrator of the Great Lakes Pilot- 
age Administration on September 8. Capt. Meschter had served as Acting Administrator 
since December 1960 when the agency was established. 











Teno Roncalio has been appointed chairman of the U.S. Section, International Joint 
Commission and Mr. William Bullard is now secretary of the agency. 











Three new members appointed to the Advisory Board, St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation by President Kennedy in August were: Paul M. Butler, South Bend, Ind. 
and Washington, D.C.; N. R. Danielian, Washington, D.C.; Thomas P, McMahon, Buffalo, 
N.Y. Members reappointed to the Board were Harry C. Brockel, Milwaukee, Wis. and 
Kenneth M. Lloyd, Youngstown, Ohio. 





























AID TO U.S. LAKE SHIPPERS URGED BY THE INDUSTRY AND IN HOUSE BILL 





Recommendations for changes in national transportation policy to strengthen the 
competitive position of the U.S. Great Lakes bulk carrier fleet were submitted to 
the Secretary of Commerce by the Lake Carriers' Association in August. Among measures 
recommended for immediate action were (1) encouragement of improvements to the lake 
fleet through changes in present provisions governing the depreciation period on lake 
vessels for income tax purposes, use of earnings for vessel construction and acquisi- 
tion, trade-in of obsolete ships to the Federal Government, and mortgage financing 
aid; and (2) removal of the exclusion of Great Lakes vessels from participation in 
federal merchant marine subsidies. Preservation of the toll-free policy with respect 
to Great Lakes commerce and navigation, retention of prohibitions against railroad 
ownership of interest in competitive water carriers, and continuation and administra- 
tion of the Cargo Preference Act so as to increase shipments of government-sponsored 
grain cargoes from Great Lakes ports also were recommended, 


Legislation having some of these objectives was introduced by Representative 
Alvin E. O'Konski (Wisconsin) in mid-August. His bill (H.R. 8671) would amend the 
Merchant Marine Act to allow Great Lakes shipbuilders and operators engaged in 
domestic commerce the same construction and operating subsidies and tax depreciation 
write-offs received by ocean shipping. The recent action by Canada to provide a 
subsidy of 35-50 per cent for the cost of construction of ships sailing the Great 
Lakes and a 3-year period for depreciation to be written off was cited by the spon- 
sor as need for the legislation. 


In a recent related action on the east coast, approval of an application for 
construction differential subsidies for two ocean ore carriers was urged by the 
maritime industry and others. Opposition to the request has been indicated recently 
by Senators Humphrey and McCarthy, who have asked for a re-examination of the whole 
subject of subsidized foreign iron ore. The proposed vessels would be utilized in 
carrying this commodity by Bethlehem Steel Corporation, which applied to the Mari- 
time Administration for the aid in March, 


CONCERN OVER LAKE POLLUTION VOICED IN SEVERAL AREAS: IMPROVEMENTS REPORTED 


Pollution along the Ohio and Michigan shorelines of Lake Erie has prompted 
citizen groups in each area to petition for governmental action. In eastern Ohio, 
between Ashtabula and Geneva-on-the-Lake, the state health department in August 
began a study of beach pollution. Prompted by a petition of area residents, the 
study will include tests of new methods of checking pollution due to untreated sewage. 
The final report on the study will be ready by December. 





Residents of Michigan lakeshore communities in Monroe county established a Lake 
Erie Cleanup Committee in mid-September to direct attention to shoreline pollution 
between the mouth of the Detroit River and Toledo. Primary blame for the impairment 
of swimming, fishing and boating in the area has been placed by area residents on up- 
stream industrial and residential sewage. Swimming was banned in August at Sterling 
State Park, midway along the shoreline. Reports indicate petitions being circulated 
will be sent to area representatives in Congress, 


In another development, the Department of State recently has asked Canada to 
join in requesting the International Joint Commission to study pollution in the 
international waters of lakes Erie, Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. Requested 
by the State of New York in 1956 and again this year, such action presumably could 
lead to expanding the IJC's supervisory powers in this field. At present supervision 
over pollution and waste treatment is exercised by the commission in the connecting 
waters between lakes Superior and Huron, Huron and Erie, and Erie and Ontario. A 
report by the commission's advisory pollution control boards in these areas recently 
released by Canada and about to be issued in this country asserts substantial pro- 
gress has been made in improving water quality in these areas. 


- continued on page 9 - 





FOR THE RECORD...A statistical profile of the Great Lakes 

















July August Jan.-Aug. Jan,-Aug. 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 1961 1961 1961 1960 

Iron ore (Upper Lakes) 11,112,902 11,120,603 38,178,676 58,557,541 

Bituminous coal 
Lake Erie (cargo) 4,210,934 5,298,425 21,433,757 24,890,937 
Lake Michigan 681,266 775,359 2,956,208 3,297,266 
Lake Ontario (cargo) 171,383 445,090 959,325 934,605 

Anthracite 23,263 29,466 118,966 151,075 

Grain 1,748,069 1,587,013 9,286,379 7,850, 343 

SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 

Total traffic 12,743,975 12,766,856 47,062,464 65,052,911 

Eastbound 11,627,036 11,098,243 41,652,232 58,761,513 

Westbound 1,116,939 1,668,613 5,410,232 6,291,398 

SEAWAY COMMERCE (net tons) 

Montreal-L. Ontario, total 3,096,021 2,922,289 13,630,916 12,441,115 
Upbound 1,271,136 1,195,217 4,740,121 5,898,681 
Downbound 1,824,885 1,727,072 8,890,795 6,542,434 

Welland Canal, total 4,306,269 4,094,020 18,589, 360 18,343,440 
Upbound 1,159,135 1,118,514 4,572,866 5,708,988 
Downbound 3,147,134 2,975,506 14,016,494 12,634,452 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY (net tons) 

Lockport lock, total 1,409,500 1,820,460 12,667,210 12,831,980 
Upbound 1,134,900 1,549,400 10 , 643,050 10,886,070 
Downbound 274,600 271,060 2,024, 160 1,945,910 

August August Average Aug. 1961, 
LAKE LEVELS* 1961 1960 August from L.W.D. 

Superior 602.07 602.64 602.63 + 0.47 

Michigan-Huron 579.95 581.00 581.01 + 1.45 

St. Clair 575.74 576.18 575.45 + 2.24 

Erie 573.15 573.18 572.78 + 2.65 

Ontario 246.22 246.17 246.46 + 2.22 


b 








a. 
in ft. above mean 


Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey chart 
tide at N.Y., 1935 


and Federal navigation depths are referred. 








Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION May 1961 June 1961 
Into Lake Superior (Ogoki and Long Lake projects) 9,400 c.f.s. 13,100 c.f.s. 


From Lake Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,500 c.f.s. 3,700 c.f.s. 


U.S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey; 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.; Lake Carriers’ Assn.; American Iron 
Ore Assn.; Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 


Sources: 





- continued from page 8 - 


An aquatic nuisance reported particularly severe this year in eastern Lake 
Ortario and the St. Lawrence River is algae growth. Caused, according to authorities, 


by increased fertility of the lake waters due to untreated sewage and run-off from 
agricultural lands heavily treated with inorganic fertilizers, the growth has menaced 
recreational and residential use of waterfronts in these areas. 
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COMMERCE DEPARTMENT PLANS SEAWAY AID PROGRAM 





A new eight-point program announced by the Secretary of Commerce Hodges in 
October for more efficient operation of the St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation calls for "a more positive approach to traffic promotion."’ A major 
recommendation in the new program is the establishment of a field office for pur- 
poses of disseminating Seaway information and developing traffic throughout the 
Great Lakes area, Detroit has been designated as the provisional site for this 
office. The program also calls for closer administrative ties between the Corpora- 
tion and the Department of Commerce, in part to assist the agency in realizing the 
full potential of the Seaway facilities in the traffic development. Another ob- 
jective will be legislative authority for fixed terms of office for the five-man 
advisory board and for continuity through an overlap of terms. Other points in the 
program refer to improvements in physical and administrative aspects of the Seaway 
agency's operations. 


Prior to the announcement of the new program a five-man task force headed by 
Rear Adm, John Harllee, now vice chairman of the Federal Maritime Commission, sub- 
mitted a lengthy report on Seaway operations. 


WARNING OF POLLUTION IN LAKE ERIE ISSUED 





The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries reported in October that rapid changes in 
the quality of the water of Lake Erie are threatening its usefulness. In a state- 
ment entitled "The Changing Ecology of Lake Erie," the Bureau asserted the status 
of the lake as a freshwater resource has become uncertain. The threat, according 
to the federal agency, is attributable to chemical pollution resulting from in- 
adequately treated domestic and industrial wastes discharged into the lake and its 
tributaries and to thermal pollution caused by the extensive use of lake water as 
a coolant and by siltation. Noting the low concentration of dissolved oxygen in 
areas of the lake during recent summers, the statement said this is indicative of 
excessive introduction of organic wastes. 





The statement said the increased physical and chemical pollution have had 
spectacular adverse effects. Cited as examples were sharp reductions in the mayfly 
nymph, a fish-food organism inhabiting the bottom of Lake Erie and, on the other 
hand, significant increases in the number of pollution-tolerant worms and midge 
larvae. Effects on the fish population of the lake were said to be a decline in 
preferred species -- cisco, whitefish, blue pike, walleye and yellow perch -- and a 
| greater abundance of less desired yet more tolerant species such as white bass, 
sheepshead, smelt, and carp. 
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CURRENT LAKE PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Buffalo Port Agency Considers Name Change - The Niagara Frontier Port Authority 

is studying the desirability of altering its name to more clearly indicate its re- 
lationship to the Port of Buffalo. Port officials indicate a name change may re- 
quire state legislative action and the consent of cities and townships incorporated 
in the Authority. 





Chicago Transships Mississippi Valley Cargo for Overseas; Navy Pier Traffic Booms - 
Four barges carrying 300 International Harvester combines arrived in Chicago's 

Lake Calumet in October for transshipment aboard ocean vessels bound for France. 
The combines came from East Moline, Illinois via the Mississippi River and Illinois 
waterway to the Chicago Regional Port District's terminal and comprised the largest 
shipment yet received in Lake Calumet by barge. 





Deepening of Chicago's downtown harbor serving Navy Pier was completed in 
November and the increase in depth to 29 feet is a major reason for expecting con- 
tinuation of the sharp increase in ocean vessel calls registered this season. 
Approximately 205,000 net tons of cargo were handled by the end of the 1961 season 
and sailings reached 187, more than double last year's total. 


Cleveland Acts on Heavy-Lift Crane - The City of Cleveland in late November adver- 
tised for bids on a heavy-lift crane capable of hoisting 150 tons at a 65-foot radius 
to be located on the west side of the W. 3rd Street pier. An attached auxiliary 
hoist will handle cargoes up to 25 tons. The site for the crane, which has an 
85-foot boom, was chosen to eliminate any hazard to air traffic at the lakefront 
airport. 





Green Bay Harbor Board Urges New Turning Basin - The Brown County Board of Harbor 
Commissioners has recommended top priority be given to the development of a new 
turning basin near the mouth of the Fox River. The proposed facility would eliminate 
the necessity of ocean-going ships moving upstream about 3 miles and through several 
highway and railroad bridges to turn around at the present turning basin near the 
south city limits. The Corps of Engineers has agreed to undertake the dredging 
project proposed under terms of plans submitted a number of years ago. These would 
require the city to contribute one-third of the total cost, then estimated at 
$90,000. Current estimates of the cost range up to $250,000. 





Milwaukee Lakefront Rail Land May Become Available - Lakefront property of the 
Chicago and North Western Railroad extending north of Milwaukee's harbor entrance 
has been offered for sale to the city and county. The Board of Harbor Commissioners 
has indicated interest in 29 acres of the land for use by water-transport oriented 
industries and storage facilities. 





Port Credit (Ont.) to Become Major Lake Terminal - Harbor work underway at Port 
Credit will enable Canada Steamship Lines to transfer all of its shipping operations 
from Toronto to the new location. Located at the mouth of the Credit River, 15 miles 
west of Toronto, Port Credit is the site of a $1.6 million dock and breakwater built 
by the Federal Government three years ago. That facility has not been occupied due 
to objections to earlier plans to use it for coal imports. The current $2.5 million 
program includes a 1,000-foot breakwater extension, wharf extension, construction 

of a 1,000 by 150-foot warehouse and dredging for a turning basin. Use of the new 
terminal is expected to begin next summer and is expected to include all or most of 


CSL's traffic through the port of Toronto, estimated to be more than 200,000 tons 
annually. 





Toledo Issues Foreign Language Brochures; Considers Expansion of Port Terminal - 
The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority recently mailed promotional pieces printed 
in French and German to several thousand shipping officials and business firms 
vverseas, The agency also has appropriated funds for a study of possible expansion 
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at its Presque Isle terminal which would include berths for liquid cargo ships and 
additional general cargo vessels. Adjacent to that terminal the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway has undertaken a $1 million expansion of the rail yards serving its coal 
and ore docks. Completion of the project is scheduled for early 1962. 


Superior (‘Jis.) Public Dock Proposed; Floating Dock in Use - The Superior city 
council indicated recently it will attempt to lease or purchase an unused dock on 
Superior Bay for use as a municipal wharf, Local labor groups have urged the city 
to provide a pier at which ocean vessels calling for grain could moor for cleaning 
and rigging while awaiting an elevator berth. 





A 434-foot floating drydock was added to the facilities of Fraser-Nelson 
Shipbuilding in November. The new dock, which can float a vessel of 13-foot draft, 
utilized the hull of a former ore carrier as a part of its structure. The company 
also has graving docks of 831 and 628 feet in length. 


SEAWAY AND OVERSEAS TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 





Closing date for the St. Lawrence River segment of the Seaway was extended two days 
From the original deadline of midnight of November 30 as a result of excessively 
foggy but mild weather. The last outbound ocean ship was the Amvrakikos which had 
run aground in Lake Superior. The Soo locks and Welland Canal will close on 
December 15. 








1961 overseas voyages through the Welland Canal for the first time totaled more 

than a thousand. A preliminary tabulation reveals 1,002 outbound passages this year 
compared with 919 in 1959 and 945 in 1960. Trips made by scheduled services com- 
prised most of the gains made in 1960 and in 1961. 





Winter shipping on the St. Lawrence River will be extended upstream to Three Rivers, 
only 90 miles from Montreal, this season. In 1959 Quebec, 75 miles nearer the 
ocean, inaugurated regular winter sailings to Europe. 








American Export Lines plans to expand its Great Lakes-Mediterranean sailings and 
extend its India service into the lakes next season if permission is granted by the 
Maritime Administration. The line also is seeking to extend its Mediterranean 
operation to include the Atlantic coast ports of France and Spain. 


Brazilian iron ore arrived in Indiana Harbor in October aboard the Canadian vessels 
Alexander T. Wood and Westriver. The total cargo of more than 20,000 tons was 
transshipped at Coutrecoeur, Quebec. From Lake Michigan, both carriers went to 
Duluth-Superior to load grain for Rotterdam, Earlier this season the Wood loaded 
iron ore pellets at Picton, Ontario for Cardiff, Wales. 








About $1.5 million was expended by Volkswagen for wharfage, stevedoring and ser- 
vicing more than 20,000 cars imported through the ports of Chicago and Toledo during 
the 1961 season, 





Manitowoc/Milwaukee/Malaya was the routing of a 765-ton aluminum mill shipped from 
the Great Lakes in November. Twenty-three railroad cars and a truck were required 
to handle the mill on the first leg of its journey to Port Swettenham. 





Detroit's first direct import of coffee resulted in a savings of approximately 
one-half cent a pound compared with overland shipment from the east coast. The 
Mormaclake brought the cargo of 250 bags from Brazil. Another savings reported re- 
cently by a Cleveland manufacturer indicated a 10 per cent discount was given to 
foreign customers as a result of direct overseas routing from the Ohio port. 





Cobourg (Ont.) welcomed its first overseas ship in late October. The port, 





located about 50 miles east of Toronto, expects to have about two ships a month 
next season, 
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OVERSEAS TRADE OF U.S. LAKE PORTS NEAR MID-SEASON TOTALS 2.9 MILLION TONS 


Preliminary data indicate U.S. lake ports had handled 2.9 million net tons of 
overseas cargoes by the end of July 1961. Dollar value of this trade was in excess 
of 316 million. Imports totaled 572,000 tons and were valued at $97.1 million. 
Exports amounted to 2,325,000 tons and were valued at $219.5 million. Source of the 
preliminary figures is a monthly report based on Bureau of the Census data prepared 
this year for the first time under a joint project of a number of lake port interests 


and the Great Lakes Commission. (Copies of the report are available on a subscription 
basis.) 





Three commodities dominated the cargo tonnage during the April - July period: 
grain exports (1,058,000 tons), scrap steel and iron exports (732,000 tons), and 
imports of South American and African iron ore (207,000 tons). Combined weight of 
the two exports was 77 per cent of all export tonnage and their dollar value was 
39 per cent of the total. The ore imports represented 36 per cent of the total 


tonnage of overseas receipts but accounted for only 2 per cent of the total dollar 
value of this trade. 


Twenty-two lake ports shared in this traffic but three -- Duluth-Superior, 
Chicago and Detroit -- together handled 65 per cent of the total overseas commerce 
through July in terms of both tonnage and dollar value. 


SEAWAY TOLLS UNDER STUDY 





An official survey of the St. Lawrence Seaway tolls structure by the United 
States and Canada reportedly is underway, according to the Journal of Commerce. It 
also reported Canadian official circles have indicated opposition to any tolls in- 
crease when these come up for review prior to the 1964 season. U.S. officials have 
not yet indicated whether they foresee a tolls increase as necessary to amortize the 
cost of the waterway within the required 50-year period. 





Continued strong opposition to tolls, particularly on the Welland Canal, is 
being expressed by the Great Lakes Waterways Development Association, headquartered 
in Toronto. An official for the organization in a recent speech assailed what he 
termed an erroneous view that most of the Seaway traffic was carried in U.S. and 
foreign ships. He contended the tolls are, in fact, a major burden on Canada. 
Countering this view, Trade and Commerce Minister George Hees has said the grain 


of western Canada, major producers of Seaway cargoes, are not objecting to the 
present tolls. 


ACTIONS TAKEN ON GREAT LAKES HARBORS 





In Wisconsin legislation designed to help cities and private firms develop 
the state's harbors has been signed by the Governor. The new law permits owners 
of waterfront on lakes Michigan and Superior, and on specified major rivers, to 
lease state-owned submerged land for the purpose of fills for harbor facilities. 
Previously owners had been restricted to historic shorelines, except in cases 
where the Legislature had made specific grants. 


The Corps of Engineers, as a part of its Great Lakes Harbors Study, recently 
issued reports on the harbors at Muskegon and Buffalo. Both reports recommend in- 
creasing channel depths to 27 feet. Estimated total costs of improvements to the 
Federal Government are $609,000 at Muskegon and $2,796,500 at Buffalo. Along with 


proposed physical improvements, the reports present data on the present and pro- 
spective commerce of the ports. 


The same agency has submitted a negative report on proposed extension of the 
Inland Route Waterway in the northern part of Michigan's lower peninsula. Cost of 
a proposed 3-mile canal from Crooked Lake to Little Traverse Bay on Lake Michigan 
was estimated at about $2 million. 





GRAIN EXPORTS AND TOTAL SHIPMENTS THROUGH OCTOBER UP FOR LAKE PORTS 





Grain inspected at U.S. lake ports through October for export to Canada and 
overseas was 8 per cent above the amount for the same period in 1960 -- 139.1 
million bushels as against 124 million. Direct overseas shipments this year are 
down 24 per cent, but this decline has been more than offset by an increase of about 
150 per cent in U.S. grain transshipped through eastern Canadian ports. Also con- 
tributing substantially to the total gain in grain exports is a 47 per cent rise 
in shipments to the Canadian market. A breakdown of the U.S. lake grain exports by 
destination is shown below in 000's of bushels: 


Direct Overseas Canadian 

Total Overseas Via Canada Market 

1960 123,967 84,281 16,178 23,508 
1961 139,115 63,876 40,706 34,533 


Leaders among the export grains in 1961, in millions of bushels, are: corn 56.2, 
wheat 37.0 and soybeans 20.6. A breakdown of these exports by port of shipment is 
as follows (in 000's of bushels): 











Du luth- Saginaw 
Total Superior Toledo Chicago Milwaukee River Other 
1960 123,967 82,431 13,692 23,560 1,047 3,117 120 
1961 139,115 76,902 27,197 25,871 6,238 2,680 227 
Total waterborne grain shipments -- export and domestic -- from the four 


largest grain ports reached 203.8 million bushels through October, up nearly 20 
million mushels from 1960. Grain shipments from these ports and the commodity 
leaders at each for the two years are (in 000's of bushels): 





Duluth-Superior Chicago Toledo Mi lwaukee 
Total Wheat Total Corn Total Corn Total Corn 














1960 137,138 50, 330 30,788 19,394 15,463 5,114 1,047 591 
1961 135,019 72,683 34,430 24,533 28,855 14,020 5,507 4,977 


(Data obtained from reports of boards of trade and Milwaukee Harbor Com- 
missioners; Milwaukee 1960 figures are estimated) 


Although Duluth-Superior declined in volume of grain shipped through October, the 
weight of this commodity increased by about 100,000 tons over last year for a total 
of 3,651,000 tons. This was due to the sharp increase in shipments of wheat, one 
of the heaviest grains. 


Canadian grain shipments from the Lakehead port of Fort William - Port Arthur 
through October were 11.5 per cent higher than in 1960 -- 247 million bushels as 
against 222 million. Direct overseas exports of about 13.1 million bushels for 
the current season, however, were about 6.4 million bushels below the 1960 figure. 
This is a decline of 33 per cent compared with the 24 per cent drop in grain in- 
spected for direct overseas shipment from U.S. lake ports through October. Data 
on transshipments of Canadian grain for overseas markets are not available. 


SHIPPING CONFERENCE PROPOSED SURCHARGE ON LAKE PORT TRAFFIC DISMISSED 





The Federal Maritime Commission in late November dismissed the proceedings 
initiated by the Japan-Atlantic and Gulf Freight Conference for an extension of 
trading area to the Great Lakes which would have included higher rates on traffic 
to the lake ports than to coastal ports. The action came after the shipping con- 
ference withdrew its proposal following a protest from twelve Great Lakes senators 
officials in the region and one of the two lines in the twenty-member conference 
now regularly operating on the Great Lakes (see September News Letter). 
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LAKE ERIE-ONTARIO SHIP CANAL STUDY WILL RECOMMEND WESTERNMOST OF THREE ROUTES 


The Buffalo district office of the Corps of Engineers has indicated its 
feasibility study for an all-American canal connecting lakes Erie and Ontario shows 
the westernmost of three possible routes to be the preferred one. The canal route 
favored would be about 17 miles long, starting from the Niagara River's Tonawanda 
Channel and running almost directly north to Lake Ontario. Three locks with a lift 
of 107 feet each would be required. The study report, which has not been made 
public, will include a recommendation as to whether a detailed report, looking 
toward construction of the waterway, would be justified. 





U.S, LAKE FISHERIES COMMERCIAL CATCH UP _IN 1960 BUT VALUE CONTINUES DOWNWARD 


Commercial fisherman in U.S. Great Lakes waters landed about 2.5 million 
pounds more fish in 1960 than in 1959, but this catch was substantially less than 
in any other year during the last decade. (See November 1960 News Letter for a 
summary of the commercial catch during the 1950's.) Total value of the 1960 catch 
was approximately the same as the previous year, thus indicating a lower per-unit 
value in 1960. 





The U.S. commercial catch of 65.9 million pounds last year had a value slightly 
under $7 million. Increased in poundage and value were scored in lakes Ontario, 
Huron and Michigan, whereas decreases of more than a million pounds occurred in 
Lake Erie and Lake Superior. Summary statistics appear below in 000's. 





Pounds $ Value 
Lake 1959 1960 1959 1960 
All lakes 63,463 65,936 6,973 6,972 
Ontario 226 258 43 55 
Erie 22,433 21,258 2,032 1,920 
Huron 5,041 6,338 816 1,249 
Michigan 20,808 24,311 2,369 2,447 
Superior 14,956 13,770 1,714 1,300 


In Lake Michigan (including Green Bay), the leading area last year, the catch 
of chubs was 12.7 million pounds or nearly 5 million above 1959, The value of the 
catch of this fish was $1,591,000, slightly less than in 1959, indicating a general 
decrease in specie size and marketability. The increase in catch of small chubs 
and a doubling of the take of alewives (2.4 million pounds in 1960) is a result of 
the continuing use of trawling gear in Lake Michigan. The catch of smelt, one of 
the leading commercial species in Lake Michigan, was only 3.3 million pounds in 
1960 as compared to 6 million pounds a year earlier. 


Lake Erie's reduced catch in 1960, and the lowest since 1951, was in large 
measure due to a decrease of nearly one-third or 3 million pounds in the landings 
of yellow perch. Last year's catch totaled 6.4 million pounds. Somewhat offsetting 
this decrease were increases in such low-value species as carp and sheepshead with 
1960 catches of 4.6 million pounds and 5.1 million pounds, respectively. The total 
value of the catch of these two species, however, was only $290,000. 


In Lake Superior the species of leading economic value -- lake herring and 
lake trout -- both declined in quantities landed. The 1960 lake trout catch was 
380,000 pounds compared to 868,000 pounds in 1959 and 3.2 million in 1950. Herring, 
the leading commercial fish caught in Lake Superior, totaled 10.8 million pounds 
last year, about 700,000 pounds below the 1959 catch, Lake Huron's commercial 
landings last year were the largest in poundage and value for at least the last 
decade. The catch of chubs, the leading commercial fish, was nearly 3 million 
pounds, more than a third greater than in 1959. Landings of chubs during the first 


9 months of 1961 in Lake Huron totaled 2.2 million pounds or more than the annual 
catch for 1959, 





LAKE PORTS ASSOCIATION MEET IN CHICAGO 





The International Association of Great Lakes Ports at a special meeting on 
November 29 urged the American Association of Port Authorities to take concerted 
action against new American dual-rate legislation on foreign shipping. The pro- 
posed legislation would give the Maritime Board regulatory power over rates charged 
by foreign ships calling at U.S. ports. Lake port officials feel such regulation 
will adversely affect the foreign traffic of U.S. ports. 


In other action at the meeting plans were discussed for the integrated use of 
lake ports in the event of a national emergency. Consideration also was given to 
establishment of an information office in central Europe to encourage use of the 
Seaway and Great Lakes ports by overseas shippers and to various inland and ocean 
freight rate developments. 


LAKE ERIE'S 1961 GAS WELL DRILLING REPORTED 





Offshore exploration in Lake Erie by gas and oil companies during the 1961 
operations season resulted in 22 new gas producers out of 37 wells drilled. No oil 
finds were reported in Lake Erie, but an onshore well was brought in near Kingsville, 


a fishing port west of Point Pelee, according to a report in the Financial Post 
(Toronto). 





The number of commercial gas wells in Lake Erie now totals about 170, of which 
some 140 are in production. During 1960 the lake wells accounted for 3,500 million 
cubic feet of gas -- about 21 per cent of Ontario's total production. 


CANADA PLANS SURVEILLANCE OF OIL POLLUTION BY SHIPS 





Canada's Department of Transport in October announced a stepped up drive 
against oil pollution of domestic waters by shipping. Under the new plan personnel 
of four government agencies operating ships and aircraft will be on the watch for 
oil floating anywhere in Canadian waters and will report such occurances at once, 
The department's steamship inspection service will coordinate reports to permit 
speedy investigation and prompt legal action against offending vessels. As a pre- 
ventive measure, the masters of all ships entering Canadian ports are given a 


warning notice by the pilot, and steamship inspectors make routine checks of ships 
in port. 


SLEEPING BEAR DUNES RECOMMENDED AS A NATIONAL SEASHORE WITH INCREASED ACREAGE 





The Secretary of the Interior has suggested the dunes area on Michigan's 
eastern Lake Michigan shore be preserved as a "national seashore" instead of a 
"recreation area."' The latter term is used in S. 2153, introduced by senators 
Hart and McNamara last June. The change would make the designation consistent 
with a number of other legislative proposals which would authorize preservation of 
important segments of the nation's shoreline. Under such development continued 
residential occupancy is permitted while zoning by-laws are in effect. Also, ex- 
isting commercial operations which would serve the visiting public, and be com- 
patible with park purposes, could be continued. The Interior Department also has 
recommended an amendment to S. 2153 which would increase the total area of the 
Sleeping Bear proposal from 77,000 up to 92,000 acres and would add Sugarloaf 
Mountain, one of the highest areas in the region, and North Manitou Island in Lake 
Michigan. The area would include 32 miles of mainland shoreline. Federal estimates 
are that creation of the park would produce an income of $10.8 million annually 
from 1.2 million new visitors to the area. 


Hearings on the proposed park site held in Traverse City on November 13 in- 
dicated some modification of local opposition to the bill. 








COMMISSION'S ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN CHICAGO 





In major actions at its annual meeting on November 9-10 the Great Lakes 


Commission: 


Comprehensive Development and Management of the Great Lakes -- Agreed 





to initiate discussions with appropriate United States and Canadian 
officials on present and future needs for the management of the waters 
of the Great Lakes Basin and how these needs can be met by various 
feasible means, including additional inflows of water into the Great 
Lakes system. 


Federal Water Resources Planning Legislation -- Opposed S. 2246 and 





similar measures before the 87th Congress and created a special com- 
mittee to develop recommendations for changes in the federal bill 
which would make the federal legislation acceptable to the states. 


Water Pollution -- Established a special Lake Erie subcommittee to 





study and evaluate data relating to the qualities of the lake's water 
which are detrimental to users. 


Fisheries -- Commended the Great Lakes Fishery Commission for its 


decision to expand its interest in species other than the lake trout 
and in sport and commercial fishing problems in the lower Great Lakes; 
urged continuation of the use of larvicides as the most effective 
method for the control of the sea lamprey; reviewed action by the in- 
ternational commission on the need for uniformity in state and pro- 
vincial fishing Great Lakes fishing regulations; and revised progress 
in the states in providing an appropriate administrative agency with 
regulatory power over their Great Lakes fisheries. 


Great Lakes Shoreline Inundation Problems -- Reiterated its request 





that the Congress provide funds to permit completion by the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers of the local flood protection phase of the comprehensive 
Great Lakes water levels study. 


Great Lakes Navigation Improvements -- Renewed its request for the 





speediest possible action by the Federal Government in its channel 
and harbor improvement program on the Great Lakes. 





Great Lakes Domestic Shipping -- Endorsed in principle current pro- 
posals to extend to the Great Lakes domestic fleet federal assistance 
now given to the American ocean-going merchant marine. 


Seaway Traffic Development -- Reiterated its recommendation for con- 





tinuous and vigorous traffic developmental programs by the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation and commended the Secretary of Commerce 
and the Corporation for its constructive new policy in this regard. 


Great Lakes Traffic Statistics -- Agreed to continue participation in 





the present cooperative program with the lake ports to obtain and dis- 
tribute statistics on Great Lakes foreign commerce in advance of pub- 
lication of such data by the Federal Government. 


Special speakers at the meeting were Governor Otto Kerner of Illinois and 
John P, Robin, Chairman of the Pennsylvania State Planning Board and of the 
Delaware River Basin Advisory Commission. 


John W. Van Ness of Indiana and Albert J. Meserow of Illinois were reelected 
chairman and vice chairman, respectively. 





FOR THE RECORD....A statistical profile of the Great Lakes 




















September October Jan.-Oct. Jan.-Oct. 
1961 1961 1961 1960 
LAKE COMMERCE(net tons) 

Iron ore (Upper Lakes) 10,109,362 9,323,574 57,611,568 75,811,466 

Bituminous coal 
Lake Erie (cargo) 5,021,608 5,081,075 31,530,440 35,529,758 
Lake Michigan 687,999 649 , 802 4,294,009 4,891,050 
Lake Ontario (cargo) 148,873 181,583 1,289,840 1,451,872 

Anthracite 43,357 36,863 201,660 275,099 

Grain 1,487,647 1,931,566 12,705,592 11,259,034 

SOO COMMERCE(net tons) 

Total traffic 11,884,435 11,701,023 70,647 ,922 86,455,660 

Eastbound 10,452,754 10,073,462 62,178,448 77,121,768 

Westbound 1,431,681 1,627,561 8,469 ,474 9,333,892 

SEAWAY COMMERCE(net tons) 

Montreal-L. Ontario, total 2,980,310 3,474,317 20,186,605 18,049,035 
Upbound 1,268,031 1,432,984 7,470,139 8,236,957 
Downbound 1,712,279 2,041,333 12,716,466 9,812,078 

Welland Canal, total 3,809,036 4,241,218 26,747,800 26,077,862 
Upbound 1,082,493 1,182,317 6,873,694 7,825,966 
Downbound 2,726,543 3,058,901 19,874,106 18,251,896 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY(net tons) 

Lockport lock, total 1,604,450 1,879,000 16,150,660 16,096, 130 
Upbound 1,309,450 1,580,150 13,532,650 13,656,670 
Downbound 295,000 298,850 2,618,010 2,439,460 

‘ October October Average Oct. 1961 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1961 1960 October from L.W.D. 

Superior 602.18 602.29 602.60 + 0.58 

Michigan-Huron 579.72 580.54 580.61 + 1.22 

St. Clair 575.10 575.64 574.95 + t.60 

Erie 572.28 572.46 572.18 + 1.78 

Ontario 245.22 245.16 245.68 + 1.22 


b 
Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
chart and Federal navigation depths are referred, 


a, 
in ft. above mean 
tide at N. Y., 1935 


Monthly Mean 
July 1961 Aug. 1961 


Into Lake Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) - not available - 
From Lake Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,700 c.f.s. J,fee C€.£.0, 


U.S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey; 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.; Lake Carriers' Assn.; American 
Iron Ore Assn.; Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 


WATER DIVERSION 





Sources: 





GREAT LAKES CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS 








John F. Sainsbury was appointed a member of the Great Lakes Commission by Governor 
Nelson of Wisconsin in October. Mr. Sainsbury, who replaces Kenneth Holmes, is port 








director for the Brown County Board of Harbor Commissioners in Green Bay. 
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1961, 22 p. and maps. 


U.S. ARMY, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, Waterborne Commerce of the United States, Calendar 
Year 1960, Part 3, Great Lakes. 198 p. Available from U.S. Lake Survey, 630 
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1961 SEAWAY CINDERELLA--SCRAP IRON AND STEEL EXPORTS 





Preliminary statistics indicate the shipments of scrap iron and steel from 
U. S. lake ports in 1961 totaled more than 1.3 million tons, or about three times 
the 1960 figure of 460,000 tons. This would place scrap second only to grain in 
the overseas tonnage of the U. S. Great Lakes. Lake-overseas exports of scrap 


last year were about one-seventh of the nation's record total of nearly 9 million 
short tons. 


Leading in the shipment of scrap from the lakes during 1961 were Detroit and 
Milwaukee with overseas exports of 420,000 tons and 267,000 tons, respectively. 
Saginaw River and Duluth-Superior were well over the 100,000-ton mark, and Muskegon 
was just short of this figure. The principal markets for the scrap were western 
Europe, Japan and Italy. Some of the cargo moved overseas in the hulls of decom- 
missioned lake freighters which subsequently were cut up for scrap. 


Low domestic prices sparked the high scrap export in 1961. However, the de- 
velopment of a world market for scrap from the lakes area appears clearly a boon of 
the Seaway, since the average rail haul for this product is only slightly over 100 
miles. The average value per ton for the Great Lakes scrap exported was about $35. 


SIX LAKE STATES HAVE 30 PER CENT OF VALUE FOR U. S. MANUFACTURES EXPORTED 





The six north central states bordering the Great Lakes -- Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin -- accounted for 30 per cent of the dollar 
value of manufactured products exported from the U. S. in 1960. As revealed in a 
report issued in late January by the U. S. Department of Commerce showing the 
originating states for exported manufactures, three lake states ranked among the 
nation's leaders -- Illinois in 2nd place, Ohio 4th and Michigan 6th. Other states 
along the lakes are top exporter New York and fifth-ranking Pennsylvania. While 
classed as Middle Atlantic states, the portion of their manufactured exports coming 
from areas adjacent to the lakes appears more than sufficient to raise the Great 
Lakes area's share of the U. S. total above the one-third mark. 


Total exports for the six north central lake states were valued at about $4.7 
billion, f.o.b. producing plant, out of a national total of $15.5 billion. The six 
states were particularly prominent in several categories of manufactures exported, 
the product groups and percentages of the nation's total being as follows: machin- 
ery, except electrical - 53; electrical machinery - 40; transportation equipment - 
38; and rubber and plastic products - 42. 


The survey, the first of its kind, was based on data for plants with more than 
100 workers which exported over $25,000 in goods during 1960. 
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CURRENT PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Buffalo Plans Land and Facilities Expansion - The Niagara Frontier Port Authority 

has begun filling in submerged land adjacent to its Buffalo Port Terminal. The 
reclamation is a continuing project which ultimately will create about 300 acres of 
land for industrial purposes along nearly a mile of waterfront to Seaway Piers, the 
port authority's other terminal facility. The Authority also is considering a pro- 
posal of the Pier's leasee for expenditure of $500,000 for two 75-ton gantry cranes, 
with repayment by the leasee spread over a number of years. Also under consideration 
is the construction of 12 million-gallon liquid storage tanks adjacent to Seaway 
Piers. 





Chicago Port District Financing Plan Reduced - The expansion program for the Lake 
Calumet area is now expected to cost about $15 million, according to an announcement 
by the Chicago Regional Port District. Plans for a 10-million bushel grain elevator 
in an earlier $30 million expansion program were eliminated when the Continental 
Grain Company, prospective tenant for the elevator, purchased three elevators on the 
Calumet River. Port district officials hope to complete financing arrangements for 
the expansion program, which now includes construction of scrap handling facilities, 
an iron and steel dock, a transit shed and trucking warehouse, during the first part 
of 1962. 





A large bulk liquid terminal, located at the entrance to Lake Calumet, begun 
last year by the Union Tank Car Company is expected to start operations this spring. 


Contemplated expansion of port facilities in Chicago's downtown waterfront area 
includes use of the wharf area running at right angle to Navy Pier for open dockage 
for iron and steel and acquisition of heavy-lift equipment. 


Detroit Seeks Changes in State Port Legislation - The Wayne County board of super- 
visors in early February is expected to seek amendments to the state's port legis- 
lation (1) changing the presently required 60 per cent voter approval for a bond 

issue to a simple majority and (2) permitting port agencies to accept gifts, grants 

or loans. If the legislation is approved, the Detroit-Wayne County Port Commission 
will apply to the Federal Housing and Home Agency for funds to develop a comprehensive 
port plan. The funds made available are interest-free and repayment is not required 
until the plans are effectuated. 





A report urging that Detroit prepare to acquire and construct additional port 
facilities with public funds for lease to private operators has been issued recently 
by the Mayor's Waterfront Development Committee. 


Duluth-Superior Obtains Seven Days Free Time - Seven days free time for unloading 
export cargoes from rail cars became effective at Duluth-Superior on January 2 fol- 
lowing a denial by the Interstate Commerce Commission of the request of two railroads 
for a postponement of the effective date of its order. Rail carriers reportedly 

have dropped plans for an appeal of the ICC order in the U. S. District Court. 





Erie's Harbor Improvement to Begin Soon - Erie harbor improvement projects advertised 
for bids in late January were the Federal Government's deepening of about two miles 
of channel to 29 feet and the state's construction of a dike across a section of 
Presque Isle Bay. Material dredged from the harbor channel will be used to develop 
land behind the dike for industry. The water lots to be reclaimed were obtained by 
the city last year in a property exchange with Interlake Iron Corporation. 





Hamilton's New Port Terminal Completed - The Hamilton (Ontario) Harbour Commissioners' 
new Burlington Terminal Wharf No. 1 was completed last November as a joint under- 
taking of the port agency and the federal Department of Public Works. The 14-acre 
facility, 1,000 feet long and 650 feet wide, is along the north side of the entrance 
to Hamilton Harbour. Four vessels can be berthed along the bulkheads which are 
backed up by 50-foot paved aprons. The site for the new facility was chosen to pro- 
vide more convenient access to the port from outlying communities. 


- continued on page 3 - 
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- continued from page 2 - > 


Milwaukee Plans Trade Mission; Harbor Vessel in Operation - Approval was given re- 
cently by the city's common council to a trade mission to Europe this spring to pro- 
mote Milwaukee's port. Funds totaling $6,000 will be used for the port director's 
expenses and for port literature printed in several foreign languages. Representa- 
tives of the association of commerce and terminal operators are expected to join 

the city's port director in the tour, which will include ports on the Mediterranean 
and Rhine and in the Scandinavian countries and England. 





The harbor board's new 50-foot general utility vessel "Harbor Seagull" was 
placed in operation recently. The $50,000 craft will have as its main task the 
maintenance of surface water cleanliness in the Milwaukee harbor but is also fitted 


with special equipment to aid in dock repairing, fire fighting, buoy setting and 
other waterfront jobs. 


Toledo to Establish Trade Development Post - The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority 
in December authorized creation of a trade development post on the agency's staff. 
Salary for the position will range between $13,800 and $16,200. 





Other developments are approval of the authority's budget for 1962 totaling 
$332,700 and including $41,000 for port promotion, an increase of $9,000, and 
progress in negotiations to establish a scrap metal facility on the Toledo waterfront. 


ACTIONS TAKEN ON LAKES-OVERSEAS SHIPPING RATES 





Increases of 10 per cent in freight rates effective at the opening of the 1962 
season were announced in December by three shipping conferences operating between 
the Great Lakes and Europe. Two of the conferences are for eastbound shipping, ex- 
tending to the United Kingdom and to the Mediterranean. The other is westbound and 
also links the Mediterranean and Great Lakes areas. Increased operational costs 
were cited as the reason for rate advances, in particular, labor, port and harbor 
dues, and loading and discharging expenses. Some rates were last raised in 1957. 
Other conferences meeting in late January are reported to be considering similar 
action. 


An examiner for the Federal Maritime Commission in January found the rates of 
three conferences in the Great Lakes-to-Europe trade not unjustly discriminatory 
between ports or shippers in the eastern section of the lakes. The investigation 
was instituted last summer (see July News Letter) by the Federal Maritime Board -- 
the FMC's predecessor -- to determine (1) whether Cleveland rates were discriminatory 
when applied to ports farther east along lakes Erie and Ontario and (2) whether 
higher charges from eastern U. S. lake ports than from Canadian ports on Lake Ontario 
were discriminatory or unfair. The findings indicated a number of commodity rates 
from ports east of Cleveland were lower than the rates from that port and the car- 
riers' willingness to establish departures from the general rates on reasonable re- 
quest. The differential in rates between U. S. and Canadian ports was upheld since 
the rates relate to those of different competitive coastal port areas. 


SEAWAY AND OVERSEAS TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 





Last ship out of Montreal in 1961 was the Muswell Hill which left the port on 
December 22, having arrived on the 19th for a load of scrap metal for Italy. Vessels 
from overseas arrived at Quebec and Three Rivers on January l. 





Handling their first overseas cargoes via the Seaway in 1961 were the ports of 
Holland, Michigan (scrap exports); Monroe, Michigan (auto imports); and Sturgeon 
Bay, Wisconsin (canned cherries exports). 





Fumigation was required of only four overseas vessels out of 1,979 inspected last 





season for harmful agricultural pests by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The 
agency reports adequate garbage disposal will be provided at 14 U. S. and 5 Canadian 
lake ports during the 1962 season but that waste disposal on overseas ships remains 
a major problem, 








CORRECTION 


The November News Letter erred in reporting on action taken at a November 29 
meeting of the International Association of Great Lakes Ports. The report (page 7) 
indicated the Association urged the American Association of Port Authorities to take 
concerted action against new American dual-rate legislation on foreign shipping. A 
correct statement is that the group asked the AAPA to join in seeking an amendment 
to only one provision of the dual-rate law. The proposed amendment would designate 
authorities as parties having the right to participate in proceedings before the 
Federal Maritime Commission. Under the new law, enacted in 1961, governors are the 
only public officials authorized to file protests or intervene in such proceedings. 


DEFENSE CARGO FROM LAKE PORTS VIEWED BY FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE 





A Defense Department official has cited the sparsity of U. S.-flag vessels 
serving the Great Lakes as a major deterrent to the expansion of military exports 
from the lake ports. Speaking to marine interests in Toledo in January, Vincent F. 
Caputo, director for transportation and warehousing policy, said military shipments 
are required by law to move on ships of U. S. registry and added that such vessels 
destined for North Europe only enter the lakes on an inducement of from 3,500 to 
5,000 measurement tons of cargo. He ruled out stockpiling to accumulate these ton- 
nages as not only too costly but also contrary to sound military operations. Mr. 
Caputo suggested general vehicle traffic has the greatest potential for the lake 
ports as defense cargo, but also indicated further increases in exports from the 
Great Lakes in general commercial traffic may be these ports' best contribution in 
an era of "economic warfare." 


Total waterborne defense shipments nationally were about 6.5 million measure- 
ment tons during fiscal 1961. While not strictly comparable figures, the Great 
Lakes defense tonnage during the 1961 shipping seasons was approximately 60,000 
tons -- down 19,000 tons from 1960. This situation last fall sparked the Department 
of Defense special task force study (see September 1961 News Letter), which is to be 
submitted to the Secretary of Defense by February 15. 


Subsequent to Mr. Caputo's talk, lake port interests have indicated three 
American shipping lines will route their vessels into the lakes if the military 
cargoes are sent to the lake ports. In another development, Senator Alexander 
Wiley (Wis.), following a preliminary briefing of Great Lakes senators on the forth- 
coming task force report, has stated the meeting showed the need for negotiations 
to establish rail and truck rates to lake ports comparable to those offered traffic 
to coastal ports. 


PROPOSED LAKE ERIE-OHIO RIVER CANAL ATTRACTS SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION 





Hearings on a proposed canal to link Lake Erie and the Ohio River opened in 
mid-January and attracted both strong support and opposition. Proponents of the 
104-mile waterway included Youngstown area steel industries and state coal producers. 
The Waterways Association of New York State also supported the plan and called for 
coordination of the Corps of Engineers study of the proposed facility with the study 
of proposed improvements for the New York state barge canal system. Opposed to the 


canal are railroads serving eastern Ohio, some Lake Erie port cities and Pittsburgh 
interests. 


Federal appropriations last year provided $280,000 to initiate a study of the 
proposed route, and the President's budget for fiscal 1963 recommends an additional 
$250,000 for this project. A study on a proposed canal in the general area of the 
one presently under consideration was made by the Corps of Engineers in 1947, at 
which time annual traffic of such a waterway was estimated to be 45 million tons. 


State agencies in Ohio have taken no position on the canal proposal, but the 
Division of Water has recommended development of a large reservoir on the Grand 
River, a project which would be located along the proposed route of the waterway. 





ST, LAWRENCE-TO-HUDSON WATERWAY STUDY RECEIVES CANADIAN SUPPORT 





Prime Minister Diefenbaker in December announced readiness of the Canadian 
government to join with the U. S. in restudying the proposed enlargement of the 
present waterway route between the lower St. Lawrence and upper Hudson rivers. The 
U. S. Congress earlier had supported action in 1958. Expectations are that the 
International Joint Commission will carry out the proposed feasibility study. 


The present shallow-draft waterway extends along the approximate route of the 
proposed development. Beginning in Canada at Sorel, on the St. Lawrence about 45 
miles downstream from Montreal, it extends up the Richelieu River and then utilizes 
the Chambly Canal, which has a controlling depth of about 6 feet, to reach Lake 
Champlain. The deeper U. S. portion of the route extends through the lake and 
Champlain Canal to the Hudson River. The water distance between New York and 
Montreal via the Richelieu-Champlain route is 388 miles, about one-fourth the dis- 
tance of the 1,460-mile sea route connecting these cities. 


The St. Lawrence-to-Hudson proposal was rejected but not completely turned 
down by an IJC study in 1937. At that time it was considered neither advisable nor 
economically practicable. The IJC added, however, that its future usefulness could 
not be determined "unless and until the St. Lawrence waterway has been built and 
put into operation and the effects thereof known." 


The estimated cost of the engineering study of the U. S. portion of the pro- 


posed route is about $600,000, but the cost of studying the longer Canadian route 
is likely to exceed that amount. 


CLEVELAND AND CHICAGO HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS RECOMMENDED 





Reports issued in January by the U. S. Corps of Engineers recommend further 
navigation improvements in lakefront harbor areas at Cleveland and Chicago. Esti- 
mated cost to the Federal Government for navigation improvements recommended in the 
Cleveland study is $888,000. Improvements recommended for Chicago Harbor (the area 
in the vicinity of Navy Pier) have an estimated federal cost of $1,505,000. Deep- 
ening the Chicago River is indicated as not economically justified at this time. 
The reports, a part of the Great Lakes harbors study, include data on commerce as 
well as proposed physical improvements. 


GREAT LAKES AREA APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES 








Joseph H. McCann has been appointed administrator of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation by President Kennedy to succeed Martin W. Oettershagen who 


resigned the post at the end of 1961. Mr. McCann became deputy administrator of the 
agency early last year. 











Carlis J. Stettin was appointed port director by the Detroit-Wayne County Port Com- 
mission in December. Mr. Stettin was port director in Detroit from 1956 to 1959 
when he resigned to accept a position with the Port of New York Authority. 








Vice Admiral James A. Hirshfield, assistant commandant of the U. S. Coast Guard will 
join the Lake Carriers' Association as vice president on February l. 








James M. Martin became comptroller of Canada's St. Lawrence Seaway Authority in 
January, succeeding D. W. G. Oliver who retired at the end of 1961. 











Edmund H. Brown has been appointed a New York member of the Great Lakes Commission 


by Governor Rockefeller. Mr. Brown also is a trustee of the Power Authority of the 
State of New York. 











Frank J. Kelley, recently appointed Attorney General for Michigan, replaces Paul L. 
Adams as chairman of the state's membership on the Great Lakes Commission. Mr. Adams, 





the former Attorney General, has been appointed to the Supreme Court by Governor 
Swainson, 
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U. S. LAKE PORTS REPORT 21 PER CENT INCREASE IN DIRECT OVERSEAS TRADE IN 1961 





Preliminary data reported by 18 U. S. lake ports indicate an aggregate gain of 
one million tons in their direct overseas commerce in the 1961 season. Traffic at 
these 18 ports, which in 1960 figure accounted for 98 per cent of all direct over- 
seas cargo tonnage handled by the American lake ports, totaled 5,782,000 short tons. 


This represents an advance of 21 per cent over the 1960 official total of 4,781,613 
tons. 


While both direct imports and exports rose in 1961, exports again constituted 
over three-quarters of the total traffic. The tonnages for 1960 and 1961, respec- 
tively, were: imports - 867,000 and 1,328,000; exports - 3,915,000 and 4,454,000. 


Two-thirds of the 18 ports scored total increases in 1961, and four of the other 
six made gains in their import tonnages. Ports gaining in both imports and exports 
were Ashtabula, Detroit, Erie, Green Bay, Milwaukee, Rochester and Toledo. 


Bulk cargoes, specifically exports of grains and scrap metal (see separate item 
in this issue of the News Letter) and imports of iron ore, were the key factor in 
the 1961 direct overseas trade developments at over half the reporting ports. Grains 
and iron ore again accounted for the major portion of the overseas commerce of the 
U. S. lake ports transshipped through Canadian ports on the lower St. Lawrence. The 
extent of this traffic in 1961 presently is not known for most of the ports, but im- 
ports in 1960 in the aggregate totaled 193,039 tons and exports 193,220 tons. 


The two Canadian ports to date reporting direct overseas commerce for 1961 -- 
Hamilton and Lakehead (Ft. William-Pt. Arthur) -- both showed declines from the 
previous year. Hamilton's sharp drop resulted from the extended harbor strike last 
summer, and the Lakehead decrease appears to result from a shift to the shipment of 
more grain to eastern Canadian ports for transshipment overseas. Total grain ship- 
ments for the port were up in 1961. 


Shown below is the direct overseas trade (in short tons) of the 20 reporting 
lake ports for the past two seasons. 

















Total Imports Exports 
Port 1961 1960 1961 1960 1961 1960 

Ashtabula, Ohio 80,527 18,660 12,415 6,342 68,111 12,318 
Buffalo, N. Y. 189,441 116,987 29,247 52,771 160,194 64,216 
Chicago, I1l. 923,657 931,598 294,301 272,555 629,356 659,043 
Cleveland, Ohio 584,993 206,778 514,187 130,081 70,806 76,697 
Detroit, Mich. 747,998 609 , 392 189,275 172,705 558,723 436,687 
Duluth-Superior 1,705,569 2,220,081 19,249 16,708 1,686,320 2,203,373 
Erie, Penna, 20,101 7,926 12,567 3,620 7,534 4,306 
Green Bay, Wis. 104,799 70,368 31,890 17,476 72,909 52,892 
Kenosha, Wis. 49,279 26,804 2,768 5,320 46,511 21,484 
Milwaukee, Wis. 609,525 230,832 47,702 29,930 561,823 200,902 
Muskegon, Mich, 121,733 59,004 19,324 21,313 102,409 37,691 
Oswego, N. Y. 7,709 9,638 --- 1,044 7,709 8,594 
Port Huron, Mich, 20,639 30,885 11,922 4,776 8,717 26,109 
Rochester, N. Y. 10,983 6,321 5,750 3,954 5,200 2,367 
Saginaw R., Mich. 224,452 92,691 10,146 45,357 214,306 47,334 
Sheboygan, Wis. 9,294 9,304 9,294 9,304 --- --- 

South Haven, Mich, 10,174 10,979 10,148 10,037 26 942 
Toledo, Ohio 360 , 860 123,365 107 ,428 63,396 253,432 59,969 
Hamilton, Ont. 226,909 567,554 127,371 337,770 99,538 229,784 
Lakehead, Ont. 503,571 592,292 9,143 19,415 494,428 572,877 


1963 BUDGET RECOMMENDS $44.2 MILLION FOR GREAT LAKES BASIN PROJECTS 





President Kennedy's budget recommendations for fiscal 1963 propose appropria- 
tions totaling $44,197,500 to the U. S. Corps of Engineers for construction, advance 
planning, and study of water resource projects in the Great Lakes basin. Recommended 
for the largest amounts in construction funds totaling nearly $43 million are navi- 
gation projects at Toledo and Lorain and near Detroit. The connecting channels 
project, the largest item for the last several years but now approaching completion, 
was given a recommendation of $3.2 million. Rehabilitation work in harbors was 
assigned $6.8 million, substantially more than past appropriations for this activity. 
Recommendations for five advance engineering and design (planning) projects -- 
harbor rehabilitation and flood control -- total $305,000. Funds designated for 
general investigations amount to $963,500 and are for 13 navigation, 10 flood con- 
trol and 3 special studies. The latter group includes Great Lakes water levels 


$85,000, Lake Erie-Lake Ontario waterway $196,000 and Grand River basin (Mich.) 
$100,000. 


Waterway projects bordering on the Great Lakes basin which were designated in 
the budget recommendations are the Calumet-Sag. Channel (Illinois Waterway), $9.5 
million and the Lake Erie-Ohio River waterway study, $250,000. 


Listed below are the Great Lakes projects recommended to receive construction 
funds. A listing which includes the advance engineering and design projects and 
general investigations studies may be obtained from the Commission. 




















Construction 
Navigation projects: $35,066,000 Rehabilitation work- 
Connecting channels 3,200,000 navigation $6,837,000 
New Poe lock 2,000,000 Calumet Harbor & R., Ill. 600 ,000 
Calumet Harbor and River,Ill. 1,300,000 Grand Haven, Mich, 830,000 
Indiana Harbor, Ind. 780,000 *Holland, Mich, 300 ,000 
Detroit R. (Trenton channel) 4,000,000 *Manistique, Mich, 300 ,000 
Hammond Bay, Mich. 1,000,000 Marquette, Mich. 300 ,000 
Little Lake, Mich. 610,000 Presque Isle, Mich. 140 ,000 
Manistee, Mich, 900 ,000 St. Joseph, Mich. 81,000 
Saginaw R., Mich. 1,666,000 South Haven, Mich. 570,000 
Duluth-Superior (Outer harbor) 1,800,000 Menominee Harbor, Mich.-Wis. 500,000 
*Duluth-Superior (Inner harbor) 300 ,000 Great Sodus Bay, N. Y. 933,000 
Buffalo Harbor, N. Y. 1,000,000 Cleveland, Ohio 253,000 
Buffalo, N. Y. (N. Entrance) 450,000 *Conneaut, Ohio 265 ,000 
Rochester, N. Y. 1,200,000 *Sandusky, Ohio 200 ,000 
Ashtabula, Ohio 1,600,000 Erie, Penna, 385,000 
Cleveland, Ohio 1,000,000 Milwaukee, Wis. 500 ,000 
*Cleveland, Ohio (1958 Mod.) 500 ,000 Sheboygan, Wis. 320,000 
*Fairport, Ohio 400 ,000 *Sturgeon Bay-L. Michigan 
Lorain, Ohio 3,300,000 Ship Canal, Wis. 360 ,000 
Sandusky, Ohio 1,800,000 
Toledo, Ohio 4,700,000 Beach erosion 226,000 
Erie, Penna. 1,220,000 Selkirk Shores State Park,N.Y. 40,000 
Ashland, Wis. 340 ,000 Presque Isle (Erie), Penna. 186,000 
*Saxon Harbor, Wis. # 
Flood control 
Bridge alteration: *Saginaw R., Mich, 300 ,000 
*Calumet R., Ill. (3 bridges) 500,000 


*New starts #Not designated 
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1961 LAKES GRAIN SHIPMENTS NEAR RECORD HIGH; MAY-NOVEMBER EXPORTS 22.5% OF NATION 





Grain shipments from the six principal Great Lakes loading ports during the 
1961 navigation season totaled over 590 million bushels or more than 16.5 million 
tons -- next highest to the record of 18.7 million tons set in 1945. Shipments from 
the five U. S. ports were the largest since the 1920's and totaled more than 260 
million bushels (7} million tons). This was nearly 24 million bushels over 1960. 


Duluth-Superior grain shipments were lower last year than in 1960 and at Chicago 
and Saginaw River only minor gains were made. The ports of Milwaukee and Toledo, 
however, had marked increases. Milwaukee's shipments of nearly seven million bushels 
surpassed all years since 1947, and Toledo's total of 42.7 million bushels was more 
than double any previous year. Canadian grain shipped from Fort William-Port Arthur 
in 1961 exceeded the aggregate loadings of all U. S. lake ports, totaling more than 
330 million bushels (9% million tons). This was about 47 million bushels above the 
1960 volume but was below record tonnages at the port. 


U. S. grain inspected for export via the lakes last season totaled more than 
162 million bushels or about 62 per cent of all U. S. lake loadings. These ship- 
ments to Canada and overseas represented 13.3 per cent of the nation's waterborne 
grain exports for 1961 and during the May-November period accounted for 22.5 per 
cent of all such exports. In August the percentage for the lakes reached 27.5. 


The tabulation below presents the total grain loadings and amounts inspected 
for export at the five major U. S. lake grain ports in 1960 and 1961 (in millions 
of bushels). 








5 U.S. Duluth- Saginaw 
Total shipments: ports Superior Chicago Toledo Milwaukee River 
1960 237.0 166.7 43.1 Za,8 A? 4.4 
1961 260.9 162.0 44.5 42.7 6.9 4.8 
Inspections for export: 
1960 151.0 93.2 33.2 20.2 1.2 3.2 
1961 162.6 81.7 32.3 39.0 #53 3.4 


Leaders among the export grains in 1961 were: corn 67.9, wheat 42.4 and soy- 
beans 26.0. 


Preliminary 1961 data on direct overseas grain shipments, derived from local 
reports, are as follows: Duluth-Superior 54.9, Toledo 19.2, Chicago 8.0, Milwaukee 
4.8 and Fort William-Port Arthur 14.7. 


SLEEPING BEAR DUNES BILL REVISED 





Features of a revised bill for the proposed Sleeping Bear national recreation 
area along the Lake Michigan shore in the northern section of Michigan's lower 
peninsula (see November News Letter) were announced by Senator Philip Hart (Mich.) 
on January 20. Described as changes which incorporate proposals made at a senate 
hearing and conferences held in the state, the modifications are intended to pro- 
vide explicit guarantees to property owners in the proposed recreation area. Changes 
include guarantees of perpetual private ownership for residential property protected 
by and in compliance with zoning regulations, zoning to protect residential shore- 
line property on inland lakes, continuation of existing private commercial activities 
compatible with the recreation area, determination of fair market value for property 
under court protection through condemnation proceedings, and development of public 
use areas in locations and ways that will not diminish the value of improved resi- 
dential property. Other provisions would permit counties and townships to assess 
local taxes on properties retained in private ownership and provide protection of 
hunting and fishing rights subject to state laws. The boundaries of the proposed 
77,000-acre tract were left unchanged but are open to modification. 


- continued on page 9 - 
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In a related development, federal and state lawmakers representing the district 
which includes the proposed recreation area have advocated the use of federal 
matching funds to enable the state conservation department to develop a large state 
park in the dunes area. The agency reportedly now owns 8,500 acres within the pro- 
posed park site, Other developments include completion of a locally-sponsored 
economic survey said to challenge conclusions of the similar study by the National 
Park Service, reports of efforts to resolve differences between federal and state 
parks officials and to secure stronger official state support for the proposal, 
and indications that federal development of the Sleeping Bear and Pictured Rocks 
shortly will be given a high priority by the Kennedy Administration. 


CANADA SUBMITS NEW NOTE ON LAKE DIVERSION 





Canada has again expressed its concern over diversion of water from the Great 
Lakes. The contents of a note dated November 2, 1961 were disclosed in mid-January 
when the communication, along with a letter from the State Department to the U. S. 
Solicitor General, were presented to the Supreme Court's special master in resumed 
hearings on diversion of water from Lake Michigan. 


While including a reservation to any submission of Canadian interests to the 
Supreme Court, the new note relates to the cases now before the special master. It 
voices satisfaction that the Government of the United States cited maintenance of 
friendly relations with Canada as one of the reasons for its intervention in the 
proceedings before the court. Reiterating the Canadian position that diversion of 
water from the Great Lakes adversely affects Canada's legitimate interests in the 
use of these waters and again citing the Boundary Water Treaty of 1909, the Niagara 
Treaty of 1950 and other agreements between the two countries mentioned in previous 
Canadian notes, the note especially expresses concern over the proposed diversion 
from Lake Michigan sought by three Chicago suburban communities. With regard to 
the other issue before the special master, the suit to compel Chicago to return its 
domestic pumpage to Lake Michigan or, alternatively, to reduce the direct diversion 
from the lake, the note asserts that any restriction upon presently existing diver- 
sions would be consistent with Canada's legitimate interests. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERY COMMISSION RECOMMENDS REGULATORY CHANGES 





The Great Lakes Fishery Commission at its meeting on November 29 and 30 urged 
the lake states and Ontario to consider changes of commercial fishing regulations 
to permit fuller utilization of the fishery resources of the Great Lakes and pro- 
posed restrictions for the 1962 Lake Superior commercial catch of lake trout. 


The intent of the first action is encouragement of regulations which will stim- 
ulate use of the most efficient commercial gear consistent with the conservation 
and maximum sustained yield of the lakes fishery. Greater use of trawling gear is 
one prospective development considered particularly desirable. The Commission also 
urged expanded research efforts on aspects of the lakes fishery relating to the 
aforementioned action. The proposed restriction on commercial landings of lake 
trout during the 1962 season is aimed at rehabilitation of this species in Lake 
Superior. The catch would be limited, by jurisdictions bordering the lake, to levels 
required to support biological studies related to the rehabilitation program. Com- 
mercial fishing statistics issued subsequent to the meeting indicate the U. S. catch 
of lake trout in Lake Superior to the end of November was 278,000 pounds compared to 
380,000 pounds for the whole of 1960. 


In other actions the Commission planned for the development of research pro- 
grams for each of the lake basins. The work is to be initiated by state and pro- 
vincial personnel who will outline the major problems for each of the lakes on a 
priority basis. In its 1962-63 lamprey control program the Commission again will 
place major emphasis on the Lake Superior area. Eighteen U. S. and Canadian streams 
tributary to that lake are scheduled for re-treatment with lampricide. In Lake 
Michigan some 25 lamprey-producing streams will be treated for the first time. 
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DATUM OF REFERENCE FOR LAKE LEVELS CHANGED 





The U. S. Lake Survey and Canadian Hydrographic Service have changed their 
datum of reference for all water level and bench mark elevations in the Great Lakes- 
St. Lawrence system to the International Great Lakes Datum (IGLD). The location 
for the new reference bench mark is Father Point, Quebec, on the lower St. Lawrence 
River, the reference zero used for the datum being the 1955 mean water level. The 
previous datum for the U. S. Lake Survey was New York, 1935. 


Establishment in the past by the United States and Canada of several different 
vertical control datums created the need for the new datum. Since the differences 
were further distorted by a gradual shifting of the earth's crust, statistics for 
lake levels and river flows as published by the two governments have not been iden- 
tical for the same lakes and rivers. These differences were not considered signifi- 
cant until the construction of the international power development on the St. 
Lawrence River, but at that time similarity in the basic hydrologic data pertaining 
to the Great Lakes system became essential. 


While the low water datum reference planes for the lakes have been changed, 
the new datum will not affect the use of lake charts for navigation purposes. The 
depths shown on these charts relate to a given elevation below a specific bench 
mark at a particular harbor on each lake. To persons other than those making pre- 
cise surveys the only apparent change brought about by IGLD (1955) will be the use 
of slightly different numbers to represent the lake elevations above the east coast 
datum plane of reference. The following tabulation shows the 1935 Datum elevation 
for each lake and its new IGLD value: 


LAKE 1935 DATUM IGLD (1955) DATUM 
Superior 601.6 600 .0 
Michigan-Huron 578.5 576.8 
St. Clair 373.5 571.7 
Erie 570.5 568.6 
Ontario 244.0 242.8 


A detail explanation of the above is available from the U.S. Lake Survey, Detroit. 
FEDERAL AGENCY TO JOIN MICHIGAN IN POLLUTION ABATEMENT ACTIONS 


The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare in December agreed to comply 
with Governor Swainson's request for federal participation in pollution abatement 
action in Michigan's waters of the Detroit River and adjacent Lake Erie. The 
federal action is one of the first taken under 1961 amendments to the federal Water 
Pollution Control Act which permit the U. S. Public Health Service to invoke federal 


pollution control authority in intrastate waters when requested to do so by a state 
governor. 





Assuming preliminary investigations now underway by the Public Health Service 
indicate pollution of sufficient significance to warrant exercise of federal juris- 
diction, the first step will be the calling of a conference of all parties con- 
cerned, including representatives of municipalities and industries in the area dis- 
posing sewage and wastes into the waters included in the investigation. Under the 
law further steps, if pollution is not abated, may include recommendations by the 
Federal Government for remedial action by appropriate state authorities and even- 
tually, if considered necessary by the Federal Government, recommendations by a 
federally-established hearing board for measures considered essential. Failure to 


comply with such recommendations can result, if approved by the Governor, in federal 
court action to compel remedial action. 


Meantime the Michigan Water Resources Commission will pinpoint all sources of 
pollution along the Detroit River. In another recent development state health 
authorities filed two suits involving communities in the downriver Detroit area. 
The charges in each case cited adverse sewage disposal conditions. 





FOR THE RECORD...A statistical profile of the Great Lakes 
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November December Jan.-Dec. Jan.-Dec. 
1961 1961 1961 1960 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 

Iron Ore (Upper Lakes) 6,546,231 143,254 64,486,965 78,093,480 

Bituminous coal 
Lake Erie (cargo 4,881,012 894,240 37,311,692 39,346,045 
Lake Michigan 517,593 16,427 4,828,030 5,317,796 
Lake Ontario 155,935 22,643 1,462,069 1,693,522 

Anthracite 39,151 nil 240,811 292,928 

Grain 2,623,635 1,278,518 16,607,745 14,134,959 

SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 

Total traffic 9,194,846 1,491,929 81,334,697 91,419,589 
Eastbound 8,079,399 1,429,408 71,687,255 81,367,391 
Westbound 1,115,447 62,521 9,647,442 10,052,198 

SEAWAY COMMERCE (net tons) 

Montreal-L.Ontario,total 3,169,316 61,799 23,417,720 20,279,006 
Upbound 753,207 n.a. n.a. 8,775,176 
Downbound 2,416,109 n.a. n.a. 11,503,830 

Welland Canal, total 3,927,497 779,506 31,454, 803 28,816,442 
Upbound 680,581 n.a,. n.a. 8,304,585 
Downbound 3,246,916 n.a. n.a. 20,511,857 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY (net tons) 

Lockport lock, total 1,849,750 1,762,950 19,754,460 19,402,780 
Upbound 1,593,600 1,520,450 16,637,800 16,460,720 
Downbound 256,150 242,500 3,116,660 2,942,060 

(Lake Commerce Supplement - Annual totals only) 
1961 1960 

Eastern iron ore (net tons) 

Labrador 3,180,509 3,552,102 

Lake Ontario 544,115 196,237 
Limestone 25,418, 364 27,179,458 

i December December Average Dec. 1961 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1961 1960 December from L.W.D. 

Superior 601.91 601.94 602.21 + 0.31 

Michigan-Huron 579.27 580.00 580.23 + 0.77 

St. Clair 574.56 575.12 574.64 + 1.06 

Erie 571.74 571.78 571.84 + 1.24 

Ontario 244.78 244.93 245.39 + 0.78 

fin ft. above mean 


Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 


tide at N.Y., chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 


1935 


Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION 








Sept. 1961 Oct. 1961 
Into Lake Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 3,500 cfs. 4,000 cfs. 
From Lake Mich. (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 4,600 cfs. 2,300 cfs. 


Sources: 


U. S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey; 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.; Lake Carriers’ Assn.; American 
Iron Ore Assn.; Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 
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DELAY DECISION ON MAXIMUM SHIP SIZE FOR NEW SOO LOCK 





No date has been set for announcing the maximum dimensions for ships that can 
use the new Soo lock, expected to be completed by 1965. The delay follows a meeting 
between the Detroit district engineer of the U. S. Corps of Engineers and shipping 
interests in early March which revealed differences in views as to the maximum 
vessel size to be permitted in the new 1,000 by 100-foot lock. The federal official 
suggested a ship of 840 feet by 90 feet as the maximum for safe transit of the lock, 
whereas lake shippers visualize new bulk carriers of up to 900 by 95 feet. Plans 
for such a vessel were disclosed in February when the American Ship Building Company 
revealed that it has a 900-foot ship under design. The cost of such a vessel is 
estimated at about $12 million. Operation of the proposed supercarriers would be 
restricted to Lake Erie and the upper lakes since the maximum length for vessels 
using the Welland and St. Lawrence locks is 730 feet. 





A bill designating the new Soo facility as the John A. Blatnik lock (H.R. 947) 
was passed by the House of Representatives in February and was sent to the Senate, 


1961 FLOW OF GREAT LAKES CONNECTING RIVERS REPORTED 





The 1961 mean flows of the rivers connecting and draining the Great Lakes 
were above or about equal to the average since 1900 for all of the streams except 
the St. Marys. Flow the latter river is controlled by a gated dam at Sault Ste. 
Marie. Statistics of the U. S. Lake Survey in the following table (in cubic feet 
per second) dramatically show these rivers' relatively small discharge variations, 
which are among the lowest for any of the world's rivers due to the natural reser- 
voir nature of the lake basins. 














1961 Average 

River Low month High month Mean since 1900 
St. Marys 56,700 Aug. 69,000 June 64,200 73,170 
St. Clair 171,000 Jan, 186,000 Aug. 182,000 177,100 
Detroit 175,000 Jan. 190,000 Aug. 186,000 178,200 
Niagara 181,000 Jan, 226,000 May 203,000 195,900 
St. Lawrence 208,000 Mar. 278,000 June 233,000 233,900 


The lowest range in mean monthly flows last year occurred in the St. Clair 
and Detroit Rivers where the maximum discharge was about 9 per cent greater than 
the minimum (1.09:1). The largest variation was on the upper St. Lawrence where 
the high was about one-third greater than the low (1.34:1). 








CURRENT PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Cleveland Debates Location of Heavy-lift Crane - Final determination of the site 

for Cleveland's new 150-ton crane had not been made at the end of March (see November 
News Letter). The Federal Aviation Agency has indicated it will approve only the 
west side of the W. 3rd Street pier, the other faces of the pier being considered 

a hazard to operations at the nearby lakefront airport. Following selection of the 
crane site expenditure of about $175,000 will be required for foundations, tracks 

and electrical equipment. 





Detroit-Sponsored Port Bill Fails - A bill introduced in the Michigan Legislature 
which would have eased legal requirements for the approval of port bond issues (see 
January News Letter) has failed in committee. The measure which would have reduced 
the required approval for such financing from 60 to 50 per cent, had been endorsed 
by several port commissions in the state. However, private terminal operators 
generally opposed the bill. A spokesman for the House Marine Affairs Committee said 
a majority of the committee felt there is sufficient private capital to provide the 
needs for expanded port facilities. 





Duluth Seeks Change in Shipping Rates; Plans for New Facility - Port officials in 

Duluth have warned steamship conferences that they will request a Federal Maritime 
Commission investigation if discriminatory rate practices affecting Duluth are not 
corrected by April 15. Particular complaints include a 10 per cent premium above 

Lake Michigan rates for service to Lake Superior ports. Also, the lines are said 

to be absorbing car loading and unloading charges as well as wharfage costs at all 
lake ports except Duluth, 





Plans and specifications for the Duluth port authority's administration building 
at the public marine terminal site are expected to be ready in early April. The 
50 X 75-foot structure, which will replace the present downtown office facilities, 
has an estimated cost of about $50,000. 


Erie's Harbor Dredging To Begin in May - Channel dredging operations in the east 
end of Presque Isle Bay will begin about mid-May. The low bid received by the Corp 
of Engineers was just over $1.4 million. Several hundred thousand yards of dredged 
material will be used for fill in a 100-acre dock and industrial area. Later this 
year work on a new pier is expected to get underway with funds allotted by the 
General State Authority. 





Superior Negotiates for Municipal Dock - Proposals by Superior, Wisconsin officials 
to lease or purchase an unused coal dock on Connor's Point as a municipal dock have 
been favorably received by owners of the property. The dock would serve principally 
as a site for cleaning and fitting overseas vessels preparatory to loading grain 
cargoes. These operations have been carried out in Duluth or, in some cases, at the 
Canadian lakehead, 





Toledo Port Agency to Issue Bonds - The board of directors of the Toledo-Lucas 
County Port Authority recently approved a $900,000 bond sale, the remaining portion 
of the $4.5 million bond issue approved by voters in 1959. The bonds, to be offered 
at a 3 per cent interest rate, will be used to retire $400,000 in notes and the re- 
mainder will be used for improvements at the authority's Presque Isle terminal. 
Maturity of the bonds will be at the rate of $40,000 per year beginning in 1963. 





Plans are underway to expand the 85-acre public terminal by acquisition of 33.5 
acres of property adjacent to the site. The addition will require an amendment to 
the present plans, and a public hearing is set for April 25. Proposals call for 
using dredged material from river channel improvement projects to reclaim low-lying 
land in several sections of the port area, 


Toronto Harbor Terminals to be Operated by Port Agency - The Toronto Harbor Com- 
missioners will operate their own transit warehouses beginning with the 1962 season. 
The move is being made to bring about economies aimed at keeping the port competi- 
tive and to improve service through the port. Under the new setup the stevedoring 


- continued on page 3 - 








- continued from page 2 - 


firms will handle cargo from the ship's hold to the warehouse where the THC will 
take over. In the past the stevedores have handled the goods until taken by the 
inland carrier. The new arrangement will permit unified operations of the port 
agency's five general cargo and five open docks and a 10 per cent reduction in rates 
for handling goods in the warehouses. The agency recently approved expenditure of 
$300,000 for buying warehouse equipment from the stevedoring firms and $480,000 for 


new equipment. From this equipment pool the stevedores will rent units for their 
operations. 


SEAWAY AND OVERSEAS TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 





In-Transit Cargo Tolls Cut - Cargo upbound through the Seaway which will not be dis- 
charged at Great Lakes or upper St. Lawrence ports has been reclassified as toll- 
free ballast by the Seaway entities for the 1962 season. Charges on this in-transit 
cargo will be made, however, on the outbound passage through the Seaway. The action 
was taken as a compromise plan to correct inequalities which have discouraged some 
shippers from using the Seaway. 





Welland Toll Cut Under Consideration - Discussion in the Canadian House of Commons 
on March 23, regarding supplementary funds for the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority, 
led Transport Minister Leon Balcer to indicate the government is giving "very 
serious consideration" to the reduction of tolls on the Welland Canal. Canada, 
according to the minister, would have the authority to take such action without 
asking approval from the U. S. Im February the Great Lakes Waterway Development 
Association, comprised principally of southern Ontario shipping and business in- 
terests, met with Mr. Balcer and presented a brief to justify the abolition of 
Welland tolls. 





Montreal's Port has Shortest Closed Season - The first overseas ship into the Port 
of Montreal this season, the Helga Dan, arrived on March 12, nine days earlier than 
the previous record set last year. The last ocean vessel left the port on December 
22, resulting in a closed season of only 79 days. The second 1962 overseas arrival, 
however, was not until March 25. 





Bills Introduced in Congress to Prohibit Promotion of Seaway - Bills introduced in 
the House of Representatives in February would bar the St. Lawrence Seaway Develop- 
ment Corporation from any promotion of the Seaway. The bills -- H.R. 10037 and 

H.R. 10207 -- were sponsored by congressmen from Massachusetts and Alabama. Both 
bills were referred to the Committee on Public Works. Department of Commerce 
officials subsequently stated the Corporation spends no money to directly promote 
traffic, about $65,000 being used during the current fiscal year for information 
and other related purposes. A similar amount is planned for the next fiscal period. 





Isthmian Lines Inaugurates Lakes-Far East Service - A monthly American flag service 
from the Great Lakes to Mediterranean and Far East ports will be established this 
spring by Isthmian Lines, Inc. The Steel Recorder, a C-3 type vessel, will be the 
first to load outbound and the Steel Seafarer will bring the company's first cargo 
into the lakes from southeast Asia. States Marine-Isthmian Agency, Inc., the berth 
agent for the new service, also represents the States Marine Lines which operate 
between the lakes and western Europe. 





Isbrandtsen Subsidy for Great Lakes to Europe Delayed - The subsidy application of 
Isbrandtsen Steamship Company for operating between the Great Lakes and northern 
Europe was approved on March 5 by the Federal Maritime Administration. However, 
the Secretary of Commerce has held up his approval until the General Accounting 
Office rules on certain aspects of the merger agreement between Isbrandtsen and 
American Export Lines. Isbrandtsen's lakes-overseas route is included in a subsidy 
application for the company's round-the-world service. The other U. S. lines 
serving the lakes which now receive subsidy support are American Export Lines and 
Moore-McCormick Lines. Subsidy applications are pending for several additional 
lines. 
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NEW YORK BILL PROPOSES STATE PORT COUNCIL 





A bill introduced in the New York legislature on March 19 would create a New 
York State Port Council to coordinate development programs of the state's port 
cities on the Atlantic, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence. According to reports, the 
measure would require public and private agencies involved in port development to 
submit construction proposals, including financial data, to the nine-member council, 
which would be charged with preventing "duplication and destructive competition." 


Opposing the bill, the Buffalo Courier-Express editorially suggested the pro- 
posed agency could "coordinate" a port like Buffalo into a position of insignificance 
in the developing Seaway trade and thus stifle the upstate and lake ports. 


GREAT LAKES COMMERCIAL FISHERY YIELD UP SLIGHTLY IN 1960 





The U. S.-Canadian commercial fisheries catch in the Great Lakes for 1960, the 
latest year for which data are available, rose slightly over the previous year, 
according to recent federal and provincial reports (see Current References). Total 
poundage and dollar value of the catch for the two years are shown below (in 000's): 


Total w. &. Canada 
pounds $ value pounds $ value pounds $ value 


1959 104,406.4 10,695.7 63,463.1 6,973.1 40,893.3 3,722.6 
1960 104,513.3 10,811.7 65,935.7 6,971.6 38,577.6 3,840.1 


Within the several lake basins, however, substantial changes occurred from 
1959 to 1960. The catch in lakes Michigan and Huron increased 3.5 and 2.6 million 
pounds, respectively, while Lake Erie landings dropped 3.5 million pounds and Lake 
Superior 2.2 million pounds. (Statistics on the 1960 catch in U. S. Great Lakes 
waters appeared in the November 1961 News Letter.) The Lake Erie catch continued 
to account for nearly half the Great Lakes total in 1960 and amounted to 50.5 million 
pounds (U. S. - 21.3 and Canada 29.2). The value of this catch before processing 
was just under $4 million, the U. S. and Canadian share being about equal. Two 
prominent Lake Erie species -- perch and smelt -- were caught in sharply different 
quantities in 1960 than during the previous year. Perch totaled 18 million pounds 
in 1960, down substantially from the nearly 29 million pounds netted in 1959. The 
U. S. share was approximately one-third in both years. The commercial catch of 
smelt, however, rose from 6.9 to 11.5 million pounds. Canadian fishermen accounted 


for nearly all of this catch, the use for the first time in 1960 of trawls being a 
major factor in the gain, 











The rise in Lake Huron's commercial catch from 7.6 to 10.3 million pounds be- 
tween 1959 and 1960 was in large measure a result of increased landings of chubs, 
perch and whitefish. Chubs also were the key factor in the Lake Michigan increase 


from 20.8 to 24.3 million pounds during the two-year period (see November News 
Letter). 


Lake Superior's 1960 commercial catch was 16.6 million pounds, of which 13.8 
million pounds of the total was caught by U. S. fishermen. The decline in total 
catch from 18.8 million in 1959 was largely due to the smaller take of lake herring -- 
14.3 million pounds in 1959 as against 12.9 million in 1960. The catch of lake 
trout was 502,000 pounds in 1960 or less than half the previous year's total of 


1,106,000 pounds. Preliminary statistics indicate a further decline in the 1961 
catch to 367,000 pounds, 


The 1960 reports also indicate about 3,700 persons were engaged full-time in 
commercial fishing in the Great Lakes. Canadian fishermen totaled 1,862 and the 
U. S. figure was 1,823. An additional 1,900 in the U. S. were reported as casual 
fishermen -- those earning less than one-half of their livelihood from fishing. 


The largest number of Canadian fishermen were operating in Lake Erie (774) whereas 
Lake Michigan led in the U. S. (610). 
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GREAT LAKES RESEARCH AIDED BY GRANT TO UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN FOR VESSELS 





The National Science Foundation has awarded the University of Michigan's Great 
Lakes Research Division a grant of $233,400 for acquisition of two lake research 
vessels. Already acquired is the 114-foot National Park Service's Ranger II, which 
is being refitted to provide laboratory space and will be renamed Inland Seas. The 
second craft, now under construction, will be 50 feet in length and will serve for 
smaller scale and inshore operations. 


Work scheduled for the coming season by the Division is in Lake Michigan and 


will involve research on water quality and currents. Other research planned includes 
biological and geological investigations. 


The University in a recent announcement has extended an invitation to individuals 
and organizations pursuing basic research on the Great Lakes to utilize the new vessels. 


BAN ON CATCH OF LAKE TROUT PLANNED BY STATES 





Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin now plan to restrict the catch of lake trout 
in Lake Superior beginning June 1. Purpose of the action is to provide a larger 
stock of lake trout for natural propagation as sea lamprey predation is reduced in 
the lake. Under the plan, the subject of recent public hearings in each state, 
special permits will limit fishermen in the three states to a catch of 60,000 pounds 
after June 1 for assessment purposes. The limited catch will be allowed to assist 
biological studies in the trout rehabilitation program. A quota of 44,000 pounds 


will be set for Ontario waters, but it appears the 1962 production will not reach 
this figure. 


Preliminary statistics indicate the 1961 lake trout landings in Superior 


totaled 367,000 pounds -- U. S. 323,000 and Canada 44,000. The 1960 catch totaled 
502,418 pounds. 


1961 GREAT LAKES PRECIPITATION AND 1962 SUMMER LAKE LEVELS FORECAST REPORTED 





Precipitation for the Great Lakes watershed in 1961 averaged 31.26 inches, 
slightly lower than the 1900-1961 figure of 31.43. According to data compiled by 
the U. S. Lake Survey,last year's precipitation over the separate lake basins ranged 
from a low of 28.58 inches for Lake Superior to a high of 35.29 in the Lake Erie 
basin. None of the areas, however, varied much from the 1900-1961 average, the 
largest being in the Lake Erie basin, which was 1.39 inches above the long-range 
figure. Shown are the 1961 totals for each lake basin, the averages and last year's 
amount above or below the average (in inches). 


Period Superior Michigan Huron Erie Ontario 
1961 28.58 31.43 30.52 35.29 33.92 
1900-61 29.39 Sicae 31.19 33.90 34.29 
1961/1900-61 - 0.81 + 0.22 + 0.67 + 1.39 - 0.37 


The Survey's forecast chart of probable levels for the Great Lakes through 
September indicates Lake Erie's peak in June nearly a foot below the same month 
last year and the Ontario high in July over one-half foot above the 1961 level. 
Expected peak levels for the other lakes show smaller changes from similar periods 
last year. The approximate peak lake levels, above the new datum point at Father 
Point, Quebec on the lower St. Lawrence (see January 1962 News Letter), are shown 
along with the 1961 and average levels (in feet). 








Superior Mich, -Huron St. Clair Erie Ontario 
August July June June July 
1962 600.80 578.20 573.60 570.60 246.00 
1961 600.57 578.25 574.00 571.50 245 .44 


Average level 


for month 600.82 579.33 573.67 571.08 245.55 








NEW YORK-ST. LAWRENCE CANAL LINK STUDY EXPECTED 





The Department of State and Canadian Department of External Affairs reportly 
are preparing a reference to the International Joint Commission requesting a tech- 
nical study of a proposed deep waterway between the St. Lawrence and Hudson rivers 
(see January News Letter). The IJC has indicated that the work of choosing a tech- 
nical board to make the study can begin as soon as the reference is received, al- 
though the directive may not be completed in time for the Commission's April meeting. 


PILOT POOL APPROVED FOR UPPER ST, LAWRENCE 





The Great Lakes Pilotage Administration in March approved establishment of a 
pilotage pool on the upper St. Lawrence River. Approval of the new pool, the third 
issued by the federal agency, was given to the St. Lawrence Seaway Pilots' Associa- 
tion of Massena, N. Y. The pool will provide pilotage service on the river between 
Lake Ontario and Snell Lock (District 1) and will use Cape Vincent, N. Y. for its 
dispatching office. Canadian pilots now operating in the same area and using 
Kingston, Ontario as their dispatch point have been invited also to establish head- 
quarters in Cape Vincent. 


PASNY WITHDRAWS REQUEST FOR STUDY OF FURTHER NIAGARA DIVERSION 


The Power Authority of the State of New York in March withdrew a request to 
the federal government and International Joint Commission for further studies of 
the possibility of additional summertime diversion of water at Niagara Falls for 
power purposes (see September 1961 News Letter). The request was made last year in 
connection with the extension of a control structure by PASNY and Ontario Hydro. 
Various interests in the Niagara area subsequently expressed concern over the pos- 
sible effects of additional diversion for power on the scenic beauty of the Falls 
and the tourist industry. 





MICHIGAN EXPENDITURES FOR SMALL-BOAT FACILITIES NEARLY $1 MILLION FOR FISCAL 1962 





New pleasure craft harbors, marinas and launching ramps along Michigan's 
Great Lakes shoreline will involve expenditures totaling close to $1 million for 
the fiscal year ending July 1. For the previous fiscal year expenditures were 
$527,000. A major factor permitting the expanded program is the 1959 change in 
distribution of gasoline tax receipts which provides the Michigan State Waterways 
Commission with one-half of 1 per cent of such revenue. Projects are under way 
on all of the Great Lakes bordering the state, the objective being a harbor of 
refuge at least every 30 miles. 


The Commission's two largest projects this year are the new harbors at Hammond 
Bay in northern Lake Huron and at Little Lake in eastern Lake Superior. Federal 
contributions are $1.5 and $1.1 million, respectively. The state's present con- 
tribution at Hammond Bay is $180,000, and an additional $200,000 will be expended 
later for a dock. At Little Lake the state is expending $110,000. 


PRESIDENT RECOMMENDS FEDERAL DEVELOPMENT OF INDIANA AND SLEEPING BEAR DUNES 





Action to create two national parks along Great Lakes shorelines was urged by 
the President in his recent message to the Congress on natural resources. Great 
Lakes sites specifically suggested for that purpose were the Indiana Dunes in Indiana 
and the Sleeping Bear Dunes in Michigan. 


Hearings in the Senate late in February on the Indiana Dunes proposal revealed 
strong disagreement among witnesses. One group, led by Senator Paul Douglas of 
Illinois and supported by the Secretary of the Interior, favored development of the 
Dunes as a national park. Indiana state officials, who wish to develop an indus- 
trial harbor at Burns Waterway inside the west boundary of the proposed park, favor 
an alternative proposal which would permit construction of the industrial and harbor 
area adjacent to a park of smaller size. The U. S. Corps of Engineers in February 


recommended the development of Indiana's proposed new harbor on the Great Lakes at 
the Burns Ditch site, 





MILITARY SHIPMENTS VIA LAKES EXPECTED TO INCREASE AS RESULT OF ECONOMIC STUDY 


Greater use of the lakes-Seaway route for defense cargoes destined for Europe 
and the Mediterranean was ordered by Defense Secretary McNamara in March, following 
completion of a task force study indicating substantial savings would result from 
the expansion of such shipping via the lake ports (see Sept. '61 and Jan. '62 News 
Letters). The study disclosed a number of procedural operations of the defense 
agency which have handicapped procurement of defense export routings by the lake 
ports. A significant corrective measure recommended would give the Great Lakes 
office of the Army's Transportation Terminal Command increased responsibility for 
port selection for military cargo originating within an enlarged jurisdictional 
area. The report indicated over $200,000 could have been saved in 1961 by greater 
use of the lake ports for shipment of military tanks alone. The figure was based 
on the availability of an adequate amount of American flag vessels. Lack of such 
shipping was considered by the report as a major factor limiting military exports 
via the lakes, which in 1961 totaled 59,000 measurement tons. For the 1962 season 
five or more U. S.-flag lines and the Military Sea Transport Service will operate 
into the lakes, the latter's first ship being the Marine Fiddler in early May. 





Disagreement with the Defense Department's report has been strongly expressed 
by the North Atlantic Ports Association and New Jersey senators, They have asked 
Defense Secretary McNamara to withdraw his recent instructions to the military to 


ship defense goods through Great Lakes ports whenever cost, season and availability 
of American-owned vessels made it feasible. 


NEW YORK ACTS TO ADVANCE STUDY OF ALL-U. S. CANAL 





The State of New York has taken action to accelerate the proposed economic 
justification study for an All-U. S. Canal linking lakes Erie and Ontario. Governor 
Rockefeller has asked the state's delegation in Congress to explore the possibility 
of including a greater amount in the fiscal 1963 appropriations than the $196,000 
designated in the President's budget. A New York spokesman also has reported that 
support for the canal study has been received from the governors of Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. In other action the state legislature in March appropriated 
$70,000 for an aerial survey of the proposed canal routes. Purpose of the action 
is to permit completion of the aerial survey early this season, before the foliage 
appears, and thus avoid a year's delay in this activity. 


Assuming federal appropriations are approved in the present session of the 
Congress, the Army Engineers' economic survey is expected to get underway in the 
fall. About four years will be required to complete the study, the total cost of 
which has been estimated to be $1,825,000 by the Army Engineers. 


GREAT LAKES AREA APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES 





Martin W. Oettershagen has been named to the Advisory Board, St. Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation to succeed the late Paul M. Butler. 











Paul W. Mahady, member of the Pennsylvania senate, was appointed to the Great Lakes 
Commission by Governor Leader in February. 











Vice Adm. James A. Hirshfield will become president of the Lake Carriers’ Association 
upon the retirement of Vice Adm. Lyndon Spencer in April. Adm. Hirshfield was 
assistant commandant of the Coast Guard before retirement recently. 











Henry N. Holdren, Jr., has resigned the post of Cleveland harbor commissioner, 
effective April 1, to become an official in one of Cleveland's steamship agencies. 











Lawrence H. Burpee became Chief Engineer of Canada's St. Lawrence Seaway Authority 





in March, succeeding A. Gordon Murphy who retired from the position which he had 
held since 1954, 











U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE TO STUDY DETROIT RIVER-WESTERN LAKE ERIE POLLUTION 





The Public Health Service has announced it immediately will begin an intensive 
investigation of pollution in the Detroit River and western Lake Erie. The announce- 
ment followed a two-day conference in Detroit late in March called by the Federal 
Government at the request of the Governor of Michigan (see January issue of News 
Letter). The aim of the conference was to determine the extent of pollution in 
these waters and the need for federal assistance. 


A federal-state panel and about 200 persons heard reports from federal and 
state water resource agencies, municipalities, counties, industry, and sportsmen's 
groups. A preliminary report by the Public Health Service said material progress 
had been achieved in the provision of sewage and industrial waste treatment and 
control. It added, however, that adverse effects of pollution persist and that 
additional control measures are imperative. 


The purpose of the further and detailed investigation is to pinpoint sources 
of pollution. The responsibility for needed abatement actions will continue to 
rest with the State of Michigan, which was described at the conference as having 
one of the best pollution control laws in the country and as having done effective 
work in controlling pollution in the area. 


The Detroit conference was one of the first of such actions by the Federal 
Government under 1961 amendments to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and 
was the first such step on the Great Lakes. 


STATE ORDERS IMPROVEMENT OF CLEVELAND'S SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITIES 





Ohio's Water Pollution Control Board has ordered Cleveland to complete detailed 
plans and cost estimates for a new sludge-handling facility at its Southerly plant 
and to place it under construction. Rapidly growing suburbs in the vicinity have 
made expansion of this plant urgent. The board also directed the city to prepare 
a general plan of secondary treatment for its Westerly plant, located near the mouth 
of the Cuyahoga River. This facility has been limited to primary treatment. In 
addition, the municipality has been ordered to place under construction before 
February 1963, one-half of the remaining projects for cleaning up the lower section 
of the Cuyahoga River, work largely involving industrial waste. Overflows and by- 


passes which allow waste water to pass untreated into streams are the subject of 
another required study. 


SHIP ACCIDENT RECORD: IMPROVEMENT IN SEAWAY AND LAKES BUT UP IN LOWER ST. LAWRENCE 





Government pilotage officials in January reported marked improvement in the 
number of lakes-Seaway shipping casualties during the 1961 season. In pilotage 
districts 1 and 2 -- the international section of the St. Lawrence River and the 
Welland Canal to the St. Clair River -- incidents of this nature included only nine 
groundings and one collision for some 6,400 pilotages. Subsequent reports from 
Canadian marine underwriters’ consultants indicated a greater number of ship acci- 
dents in 1961, The reference, however, was primarily directed to the lower St. 
Lawrence -- below the Seaway -- and applied particularly to strandings and collisions 
last summer and ice damage during the winter of 1960-61. Canadian pilots have 


claimed that overloading caused most of the ship groundings in the Montreal-Quebec 
section of the St. Lawrence. 


The Journal of Commerce, following a survey of marine underwriters, in a recent 
report indicates that no general reduction in basic hull insurance premium rates is 
in prospect for the 1962 season. However, the additional charge made for voyages 
into the Seaway or St. Lawrence River will be altered this year by some underwriters. 
Charges will be on a "trip basis" rather than, as heretofore, based on the number 
of days a vessel was in the St. Lawrence or lakes area. 





FOR THE RECORD...a statistical profile of the Great Lakes 




















January February Jan,-Feb. Jan.-Feb. 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 1962 1962 1962 1961 
Bituminous coal from 
Toledo to Detroit area 312,184 --- 312,184 202,493 
ILLINOIS WATERWAY (net tons) 

Lockport lock, total 1,080,750 1,682,605 2,763,355 2,828,350 
Upbound 887,950 1,420,555 2,308,505 2,388, 200 
Downbound 192,800 262,050 454,850 440,150 

* February February Average Feb. 1962 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1962 1961 February from L.W.D. 

Superior (Marquette) 599.83 599.84 599.92 - 0.17 

Michigan-Huron (Harbor Beach) 577.28 577.73 578.34 + 0.48 

St. Clair (Grosse Pte. Shores) 571.53 572.74 572.04 - 0.17 

Erie (Cleveland) 569.56 569.60 569.82 + 0.96 

Ontario (Oswego) 243.16 243.02 244.24 + 0.36 

b 
*in feet above mean level at Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
Father Point, Que., 1955 chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 
Monthly and Yearly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION (cubic feet per second) Dec. 1961 Year 1961 
Into Lake Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 4,100 5,500 
From Lake Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,000 3,200 


Sources: U. S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey. 





IMPROVEMENTS AT GREAT LAKES HARBORS ARE RECOMMENDED 





Additional navigation improvements in five Great Lakes harbors and the pro- 
posed new Burns Waterway harbor were recommended in reports, part of the Great Lakes 
Harbors Study, issued by the Corps of Engineers in February and March, Estimates 
of recommended improvement costs and prospective overseas general cargo trade at 
existing ports are as follows (in 000's): 





Estimated Prospective 1965 Overseas 
Federal General Cargo Tonnage 
Port Cost Total Imports Exports 

Calumet Harbor & River, Ill. $13,479 1,160 466 694 
Green Bay, Wis. 4,270 105 25 80 
Kenosha, Wis. 673 50 7 43 
Oswego, N. Y. 1,180 45 20 25 
Saginaw River, Mich. 4,780 65 5 60 


The report on the Burns Waterway Harbor is a revision, following a review and 
hearings, of an earlier study. The new report recommends improvements having an 
estimated federal cost of $25.5 million compared to $34.5 million in the first re- 
port. The new report calls for local interests to provide breakwater shore connec- 
tions at an estimated cost of $4.5 million. 


Additional navigation reports issued recently recommend federal improvements 
at three other Lake Michigan harbors. Estimates of the federal cost for recommended 
improvements at these harbors are Manitowoc, Wisconsin $719,000; Gladstone, Michigan 
$350,000; and New Buffalo, Michigan $667,000. 
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NEW PICTURED ROCKS BILL INTRODUCED 





A new bill (S. 3364) to establish a national lakeshore area in the Pictured 
Rocks site along Lake Superior was introduced late in May by Michigan's two senators. 
Under the new proposal a local-state advisory committee would participate in the de- 
velopment of the federal lakeshore site, which would be part of an area redevelopment 
plan for Michigan's upper peninsula. Under supervision and with limitation by agree- 


ment, private timbering operations and hunting and fishing under Michigan law would 
be permitted. 


The sponsors are reported as not expecting action on the new bill in the present 
Congress but have expressed hopes that it and the Sleeping Bear Dunes proposal will 
be the subject of hearings this year. The Administration meanwhile has indicated 
the proposed federal development in the Sleeping Bear Dunes area will have a high 
priority in 1963. The Administration also is continuing studies on federal develop- 
ment of a third Michigan site, the Huron Mountains area along Lake Superior. 


CANADIAN GREAT LAKES-ST, LAWRENCE PROVINCES STAND HIGH IN 1961 CENSUS 





Final population figures from the 1961 Census of Canada indicate nearly two- 
thirds of the Dominion's 18.2 million total, live in the provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec. Ontario accounts for 34 per cent and Quebec for 29 per cent. The increase 
of 2.8 million in the two provinces between 1951 and 1961 represented 67 per cent of 


Canada's population growth. Shown below are the 1951 and 1961 census figures and 
the increase during the decade. 





1961 1951 1951-61 Increase 
Canada 18,238,247 14,009,429 4,228,818 
Ontario 6,236,092 4,597,542 1,638,550 
Quebec 5,259,211 4,055,681 1,203,530 


NIAGARA POWER PLANT'S FINAL GENERATOR PLACED IN OPERATION 





The thirteenth and last generator at the Robert Moses Power Plant near Niagara 
Falls was placed in operation on May 22 and brought the total installed capacity of 
this facility to 1,950,000 kilowatts. Twelve associated pump-generator units, used 
to fill a large reservoir when power demand is low, can provide an additional 240,000 
kw. The total of 2,190,000 kilowatts places the facility first among all hydro- 
electric plants in the free world. Along the Canadian side of the Niagara are sev- 


eral hydroelectric power generating installations which in the aggregate produce over 
2,250,000 kilowatts. 











CURRENT PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Chicago and Cleveland have European Trade Missions - A four-man team representing 
Chicago port interests returned recently from an ll-city European trade tour, The 
group has recommended that at least one such mission be carried out each year. In 
Cleveland the Chamber of Commerce has announced that Oliver A. Reynolds, port con- 
sultant and former vice president of the Chamber, will make his third European trip 
to promote commerce between Cleveland and overseas trade centers. 





Detroit Eyes Federal Property for Port Expansion - Fort Wayne, a federal government 
facility of about 90 acres on the Detroit River, with about 1,600 feet of river 
frontage, is currently being sought by public officials as a site for the expansion 
of Detroit's port facilities. The proposal depends on whether the Army declares the 
site to be surplus property. Only limited operations are now carried on at the lo- 
cation. Detroit's parks department also has indicated interest in the site, which 
now has a historical museum, as a recreation area. 





Duluth Port Administration Building Scheduled for 1962 Completion - Bids on an admin- 
istration building for the Port Authority of Duluth were opened in mid-May and work 
on the project was expected to begin later in the month. Low bid for the 50 X 71-foot 
building, to be located at the port terminal, was about $60,000. Completion of the 
structure is expected by late summer. Administrative offices of the port agency have 
been moved from a downtown office building and temporarily are in the office of the 
port terminal warehouse. In a further development estimates are being obtained on 

the cost of excavating a sludge pit at the terminal into which ships could pump bilge 
wastes to avoid harbor contamination. 





Toledo Foreign Trade Zone Expansion Proposed - Operators of the foreign trade zone 
portion of the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority's marine terminal have requested 
permission to enlarge their facility. Plans call for adding 34,500 square feet to 
the existing 48,000-square-foot warehouse at an estimated cost of $650,000. 


Canadian Lakehead Terminal to be Dedicated in June - The new $8.5 million Seaway 
Harbour Terminal at Fort William-Port Arthur, Ontario will be officially opened on 
June 23, Site for the federal government project is an area of approximately 180 

acres provided by Port Arthur. Facilities at the terminal include two transit sheds -- 
900 X 135 feet and 450 X 135 feet -- for use by lake and ocean vessels. Other struc- 
tures will house the Lakehead port agency, stevedoring firms, customs officials and 
others. A railroad marshalling yard will accommodate 200 cars. No grain elevators 
are located at the new terminal, the twin ports having 26 such facilities with a 
storage capacity of 106 million bushels. 








TROUBLES BESET 1962 SEAWAY OPENING 





The threat of a continuing St. Lawrence pilots strike and damage to one of the 
Seaway locks added anxious moments to the start of the fourth Seaway navigation sea- 
son. St. Lawrence River pilots went on strike about 10 days prior to April 15, the 
original date set for the Seaway opening. Their dispute over pilotage tarrifs and 
working conditions ended on April 13. The settlement included increased income for 
the pilots, with an agreement for no additional fees to be sought for three years, 


A federal commission also will be set up to review the entire pilotage system in 
Canada, 


Due to favorable ice conditions, Seaway officials had considered an opening 
date prior to April 15, but a major crack in the sill of the Eisenhower Lock re- 
quired dewatering of the facility on April 12. The necessary repairs at first were 
expected to delay the Seaway opening until April 29, but round-the-clock work per- 
mitted the structure to be placed in service on the 23rd. Some 75-100 ships re- 
portedly were held up by the damaged lock, 


- continued on page 3 - 
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First ships through the Seaway were the Poseidon Line's Transpacific (westbound) 
and Canada Steamship Lines' Murray Bay (eastbound). In the first 24 hours of opera- 
tion 48 ships were locked through the American section of the Seaway. The backlog 
of vessels was cleared within about 40 hours. 





Preliminary statistics for April (see For the Record, page 9) indicate the total 
traffic on the Montreal-Lake Ontario section of the Seaway was 25 per cent below 
last April -- 928,000 and 1,230,000 net tons -- but the operating period this year 
was only 8 days compared to 16 in 1961. Upbound (westbound) traffic in 1962 was 43 
per cent above last year. The late opening, however, resulted in few overseas ves- 
sels making their eastbound transits during April. This contributed substantially 
to the drop of 46 per cent in the tonnage movement in this direction. 


SHARP RISE IN 1962 LAKE GRAIN SHIPMENTS SPARKED BY OVERSEAS TRADE 


The four major U. S. grain ports on the lakes -- Duluth-Superior, Chicago, 
Toledo and Milwaukee -- all scored gains in shipments during April and May compared 
to the same period in 1961. Data compiled by the Commission indicate exports and 
domestic shipments this year totaled over 61 million bushels, up 13.6 million bushels 
or 28 per cent. The direct overseas exports portion of the trade rose over 8 million 
bushels or 54 per cent. Not fully known at present is the amount of grain shipped 
from U. S. lake ports to Canada for transshipment overseas, but most of the 16.5 
bushe's loaded for the lower St. Lawrence ports -- Montreal and eastward -- will 
follow this trade pattern to overseas destinations. 





Shown below is a breakdown of shipments (in 000's of bushels) for 1961 and 1962 
and also the number of ships that loaded grain (indicated in parenthesis). 




















Total Shipments Direct Overseas To Lower St. Lawrence 
1962 1961 1962 1961 1962 1961 
Four Ports 61,328 47,694 22,939 (92) 14,896 (47) 16,508 (50) 10,045 (34) 
Duluth-Superior 32,265 31,239 15,912 (42) 13,166 (32) 7,054 (18) 3,441 (11) 
Chicago 14,831 7,716 2,349 (28) 585 (8) 1,841 (6) 502 (4) 
Toledo 10,697 8,360 3,589 (12) 766 (3) 5,633 (22) 6,102 (19) 
Mi lwaukee 3,535 379 1,089 (10) 379 (4) 1,980 (4) --- 


Total weight of the 1962 grain reported above which passed through the St. Law- 
rence Seaway was over a million net tons. The 22.9 million bushels exported directly 
overseas weighed 576,000 tons and the 16.5 million bushels to ports in eastern Canada 
weighed 468,000 tons. 


Corn has played an outstanding role in this year's early-season grain trade. It 
has been the leading commodity in direct overseas exports, totaling 6.6 million bush- 
els, and has accounted for more than half the grain to eastern Canada -- 9.3 million 
bushels. Also, a new record for corn cargoes on the Great Lakes was set when the 
Canadian freighter Leecliffe Hall took aboard 900,000 bushels (25,200 net tons) at 
Milwaukee on May 26th. The destination was Three Rivers, Quebec for transshipment 
overseas. Two large U. S. bulk carriers also carried corn to the lower St. Lawrence 
and returned with iron ore. The Shenango II loaded 689,000 bushels at Chicago for 


Three Rivers and the Ernest T. Weir loaded 590,000 bushels at Superior, Wisconsin for 
Baie Comeau, Quebec. 








Total Canadian grain loaded aboard vessels at Fort William-Port Arthur through 
May 30 was sharply below the 1961 figure, but direct overseas exports remained the 
same. Total shipments for the twin-cities port was 45.6 million bushels, a drop of 
35 million bushels from 1961. Nearly all of the decrease was due to a lowering of 
wheat shipments, which this year totaled 33.5 million bushels. Direct overseas 
shipments of nearly four million bushels of grain through May 30 utilized 16 vessels, 
the same number of ships and slightly more grain than in 1961. 








SEAWAY AND OVERSEAS TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 





Additional Japanese Lines in Great Lakes-Far East Service - The Japanese ship line 
Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd. (called the "K" Line) will bring its first vessel into 
the lakes in late July to begin monthly service to the Far East. Another major 
Japanese line, Osaka Shosen Kaisha, Ltd., (OSK) brought its Chicago Maru into the 
lakes to Detroit in May to load autos for Australia. No announcement of regular 
service has been made by the latter company to date. However, another major firm, 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK) is reportedly planning some sailings into the lakes this 
season, with a view to regular service in the future. 








The Mitsui Lines, which along with the Lino Line now operate scheduled services 
between the lakes and eastern Asia, brought its new 492-foot Kinkasan Maru into the 
lakes in early May. The motor vessel, completed last November, was especially de- 
signed for Seaway use with a 62-foot beam and has a fully automated engine room 
which can be operated from the wheelhouse. 





Some Early-Season Overseas Cargoes Reported 
- Frozen stewing chickens, 50 tons from Toledo to Germany -- the first of more 
than 1.7 million fowl expected to be shipped from the port this season. 
- Mahogany logs, 494 weighing 2,050 tons, to Toronto from West Africa. 





- Electric locomotives from Chicago to India -- the first six of 82 to be 
shipped during the season, 
- Crude rubber from Singapore to Cleveland -- 2,600 tons of it. 


- Ethiopan coffee, about 35,000 pounds, arrived in Detroit from the port of 
Djibouti in East Africa. 
- Paper from Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario to Australia, 





Overseas Trips into the Lakes About Equal to 1961 - A preliminary check of ocean 
vessels entering Lake Erie to the end of May indicates a total of 224 compared with 
231 for the same period last year. Trips by scheduled services numbered 117 this 
year and 123 in 1961. Comparable data for non-scheduled or chartered trips are 107 
and 108. Trips in May totaled 166, seven more than a year ago. 


Isbrandtsen's Lakes-Western Europe Subsidy Operation Approved - A subsidized service 
between the Great Lakes and western Europe was included in a contract with Isbrandtsen 
Steamship Company recently approved by the U. S. Department of Commerce (see March 
News Letter). At the same time, Isbrandtsen was merged into American Export Lines. 
Under the subsidy arrangement Isbrandtsen will assign two ships to trade route 32 

for six to nine sailings annually. The route serves continental Europe from the 
northern border of Spain to the southern border of Denmark. American Export Lines 
plans nine sailings this season on trade route 34 to the Mediterranean. 





WELLAND CANAL LANDS ACQUIRED FOR TWINNING OF LOCKS 


In preparation for further twinning of Welland Canal locks Canada's St. Lawrence 
Seaway Authority has expropriated 320 acres of land along the canal. The land, for- 
mally acquired on May 22, will permit future twinning of locks 1, 2, 3 and 7. No 
land was taken in the Lock 8 area, near the southern end of the canal. This structure 
is 1,380 feet long compared to 859 feet for the other locks, and its lift is usually 
only 5-6 feet whereas the others average 46.5 feet. Locks 4, 5 and 6 already are 
twinned to permit two-way traffic. 





Seaway officials have indicated no decision has been reached for twinning locks 
1, 2, 3 and 7 at this time. Purpose of the recent acquisition is to avoid higher 
costs due to rising land values associated with increasing urban development in the 
area. A reported estimate by a municipal official in the area places the current 
average value of the canal land at about $2,500 per acre, or $800,000 for the total 
property acquired in May. The cost of providing twin locks for whole canal system 


- continued on page 5 - 
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has been roughly estimated at about $150 million. Engineering plans for the future 
project reportedly will not be completed for another year or more. 


Traffic data on the Welland Canal obtained from reports of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics are shown below. Vessel tonnage and cargo traffic in 1961 increased 
about 48 per cent over 1958, the last year before the Seaway opening. Vessel tran- 
sits, however, have decreased. 





No. of Registered net Tonnage 

transits tonnage of vessels of freight 
1958 8,736 18,727,735 21,274,194 
1959 8,649 22,116,936 27,506,024 
1960 8,169 23,907,489 29,280,737 
1961 (preliminary) 8,212 27,581,068 31,395,418 


FEDERAL CARGO VIA SEAWAY DRAWS ATTENTION OF LAKES AND COASTAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Eight Great Lakes senators in early April in a joint letter urged the President 
to release a Department of Commerce study on the U. S. transportation system com- 
pleted last November. Indicating the need for coordinating government transportation 
practices and policies, they called for revision of trade patterns to take full ad- 
vantage of the Seaway route. Referring to the Defense Department's special task 


force study made at their request (see March News Letter), the joint letter charged 
that: 





-- "Wide discrepancies exist in inland freight rates; e.g. as between Midwest 
to Atlantic and Gulf ports; and Midwest to Great Lakes ports; 

-- There were instances in which procurement agencies failed completely to 
consider Great Lakes ports in their contracting procedures for shipment of 
materials; 

-- There is a lack of information outlets to governmental shippers on the ad- 
vantages of Great Lakes Seaway shipping; 

-- Approximately $840,000 could have been saved by use of Great Lakes ports 
for shipment of military cargo during 1961 -- if all factors were con- 
sidered -- including making available of adequate amounts of American flag 
shipping." 


Continuing, the senators said, "The creating of more uniform policies, then -- 
not just within a single department, but throughout our system -- would, we believe, 
result in: 


-- Fairer treatment of all segments of the economy and areas of the Nation in 
the shipment of goods under Federal programs; 

-- Millions of dollars in savings to U. S. taxpayers; and 

-- Provide for a more efficient and economical non-governmental, as well as 
governmental, transportation system." 


A spokesman for the New York Board of Trade in May expressed strong concern 
over the Defense Department's study. He indicated that heads of federal agencies 
concerned with the shipping programs would be requested "'to take such immediate steps 
as may be necessary to halt the adherence to any present or future policies and pro- 
cedures that single out the Great Lakes ports or the St. Lawrence Seaway for favored 
treatment." 


One commodity expected to be shipped overseas from the Great Lakes in large 
volume this year for the first time is petroleum coke. Reportedly, the Defense De- 
partment has ordered 800,000 tons of this refinery by-product to move overseas via 
the Seaway. Highest annual volume previously shipped overseas from the lakes is 
about 20,000 tons. 








LAKE VESSEL CONSTRUCTION DURING 1961 AND EARLY 1962 





Fourteen bulk carriers have been added to the lakes-Seaway fleet since the 
start of the 1961 season. Eleven of these ships are 730 feet in overall length. 
Four of the ships of maximum size permitted through the Seaway and Soo locks are 
U. S. vessels, all former ocean tankers which were lengthened and converted into 
dry bulk cargo carriers in 1961. They are the Paul H. Carnahan, Leon Falk, Jr., 
Pioneer Challenger and Walter A. Sterling. Canadian 730-foot carriers placed in 
service during 1961 were the Leecliffe Hall, J. N. McWatters, Whitefish Bay, Hilda 
Marjanne and Northern Venture. The latter two were converted from ocean tankers 
in Germany. Two maximum-size ships added to the Canadian fleet thus far in 1962 
are the Montrealais and Hamiltonian. Several more 730-foot ships are under con- 
struction in Canadian shipyards. 

















Two smaller bulk carriers added to the Canadian fleet last year were the 
Canadoc, 605 feet, and the Wheat King, a converted tanker, 556 feet. Early this 
year the 385-foot self-unloader Hallfax, built for the Hall Corporation of Canada, 
was launched in Scotland. 


Three package freighters added to the fleet of Canada Steamship Lines, Ltd. 
last year were the Fort Chambly, English River and French River. Two U. S. ships 
lengthened during 1961 were the Charles M. Schwab, to 680 feet, and the J. R. 
Sensibar, a self-unloader, to 590 feet. 





In mid-May the American Great Lakes ore vessel fleet had in operation 142 ves- 
sels with a total carrying capacity of 2,057,925 gross tons, according to a report 
by Hanna Mining Company. This represented 69 per cent of the total fleet of 206 
vessels and 75 per cent of total capacity (2,744,825 tons). At the same time in 
1961 only 86 ore carriers were operating -- 41 per cent of the fleet of 211 ships. 


SUBSIDY FOR GREAT LAKES VESSELS OPPOSED BY COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 


The U. S. Department of Commerce in May recommended against federal assistance 
to the U. S. lake fleet in the form of financial subsidies. The development was in 
the form of a statement filed with the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries committee 
on legislation (H.R. 8671) which would allow payment of operating and construction 
subsidies to the lakes fleet. Objections to such a system, according to the federal 
agency, are based on its view that the reasons justifying such subsidies, which now 
are available to U. S. shipping in foreign commerce, do not apply to the Great Lakes 
domestic trade. In rejecting the bid of Great Lakes operators for such federal aid, 
the department also cited as reasons for its position the effect of the proposed sub- 
sidies upon other forms of transportation in the Great Lakes area and the prospects 


of requests for similar subsidies for water transportation in other areas of domestic 
commerce. 





A subsequent article in the Journal of Commerce termed the federal action a 
“crippling blow" to the independent operators which presently comprise almost half of 
the Great Lakes ship lines. Cited as a "sign of the times'' was the recent announce- 
ment by the 62-old Pioneer Steamship Company of plans to liquidate its fleet. It 


also reported industry officials as predicting further such moves unless federal aid 
in some form is provided. 





The federal action appears to doom at least for a time the industry's hope for 
federal support in maintaining and improving its position in the Great Lakes trade. 
Spearheaded by the Lake Carriers' Association, tht industry has been pressing for 
both construction and operating assistance to meet the increasing competition from 
Canadian and other foreign-flag ships attributable in great measure, according to in- 
dustry spokesmen, to the opening of the Seaway. What effect the federal announcement 
will have on further industry efforts along these lines has not been indicated, but 
the Lake Carriers' Association is reported as continuing its study of the situation. 





SEA LAMPREY CONTROL AND LAKE TROUT FISHERY DEVELOPMENTS 





Catches of sea lamprey at electric barriers on U. S. streams tributary to Lake 
Superior in 1962 continue to show a marked decline from previous years. By the end 
of May, with the spawning run approaching the halfway mark for this area, the catch 
at 29 barriers totaled 3,630 lamprey, compared to 28,981 for the same period last 
year. Adding to this favorable outlook are reports by fishermen at sampling ports 
of a lower incidence of lamprey scarring and increased weight of lake trout caught. 


In order to re-establish a good trout population in Lake Superior, where the 
present fishery for this species has essentially collapsed, the bordering states and 


province are curtailing fishing for lake trout. Restrictions being applied are de- 
scribed below: 











sport fishing commercial fishing effective date 
Michigan no restriction special permit 1962 season starting June 1 
Minnesota special permit special permit 1962 season starting June 1 
Wisconsin special permit closed 1962 season starting July 1 
Ontario quota restriction quota restriction until further notice 


No restriction was placed on sport fishing for lake trout in Michigan since it 
was determined that legislation would be required to effect such action. In Ontario 
a catch of 4,000 pounds was allotted for anglers. In Minnesota and Wisconsin the 
sport fishermen obtaining permits must submit specified information on their catch, 


WISCONSIN TO MAKE 2-YEAR WATERFRONT RENEWAL STUDY 





The Wisconsin Department of Resource Development plans a June start on a study 
of renewal possibilities for waterfront properties in the state's Great Lakes and 
Mississippi River ports and harbors. The 2-year project, announced in late May by 
Governor Nelson, will be supported by a federal Housing and Home Finance Agency 


grant of $50,000 and a contribution of staff time by the state agéncy equivalent to 
$25,000. 


The study is the first of its kind in the nation, and the methods of investiga- 
tion developed will be available for use by other states and cities. Some 300 parcels 
of land are to be analyzed in order to determine how well the waterfronts are being 
utilized and what activities could be conducted as well or better elsewhere. Special 


emphasis is to be placed on harbors eligible for assistance under the federal Area 
Redevelopment Act. 


About half of the waterfront parcels to be studied are commercial cargo handling 
wharves. Some 50 properties contain factories no longer dependent upon navigation or 
abandoned buildings on tax delinquent land. The remainder are sites used for recrea- 
tional boating, commercial fishing or public buildings. About 20 per cent of the lo- 
cations are in the Milwaukee area, but studies will be conducted in all of the state's 
commercial ports and in a number of the harbors used only by fishing and pleasure 


craft. In all, twelve Lake Michigan and six Lake Superior harbors will be included 
in the study. 


ROUGE RIVER IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDED BY ARMY ENGINEERS 





Deepening of the main channel of the Rouge River to 25 feet for a mile above 
its mouth was recommended by the Corps of Engineers in April. Also included in their 
report, a part of the Great Lakes harbors study, is a turning area 25 feet deep at 
the junction of the main and old channels of the river. Present depths are 21 feet. 
Estimated federal cost of the project is $257,000. Along the section of the Rouge 
proposed for deepening are chemical and petroleum companies and one of Detroit's 
major terminals for overseas and interlake cargoes. Upstream about 2 miles is the 
Rouge plant of Ford Motor Company. Commerce along the channel recommended for im- 
provement is about 10 million tons annually. 
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BURNS WATERWAY AUTHORIZATION SOUGHT 





Three bills to authorize a federal navigation project at the Burns waterway in 
the Indiana dunes area were introduced in Congress in April by Indiana representatives 
in Congress. All seek authorization of the proposed new harbor as recommended by the 
Army Corps of Engineers in February (see March News Letter). 


In a further development Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois in May urged approval 
of an appropriation for a feasibility study of a proposed tri-city harbor on Lake 
Michigan as an alternative to the proposed Burns waterway harbor. 


STATE PROVIDES AID FOR SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECTS IN NEW YORK 





Governor Rockefeller recently signed into law a bill providing for a 10-year 
program of state financial aid to communities for sewage disposal plant projects. 
The state's contribution will be limited to $600,000 for any project of a single 
municipality and to $2.4 million for a joint project of several municipalities. 
Other stipulations place the proportion of state aid at 30 per cent of reasonable 


costs of the project and are limited to 50 per cent of the amount of federal funds 
allotted. 


OIL POLLUTION PATROLS OPERATING IN CANADIAN WATERS 





Helicopter patrols watching for oil dumping by ships will operate along the St. 
Lawrence from Kingston to beyond Quebec City this summer, The patrols were announced 
by the Canadian Department of Transport and are described as an experimental anti- 
pollution measure. Similar measures have been initiated in the Toronto area where 
an oil pollution patrol makes daily flights along the lakefront. 


LATE SEASON ICE FLOES JAM NIAGARA AND ST. MARYS RIVERS 





A number of sections of Niagara Falls were laid bare in late April due to the 
huge volume of ice jammed into the upper Niagara River and at the brink of the 
cataract. A late break-up in Lake Erie accompanied by strong westerly winds ac- 
counted for the river being ice-clogged so late in the season. 


In the St. Marys River, above and below the Soo locks, vessel traffic came to 
a virtual standstill about May 10-12 due to Lake Superior ice jamming into Whitefish 
Bay and the river above the locks. Ice that became wedged against the lock walls 
by transiting ships for a time was a major deterrent to upbound movement of ships. 


RECOMMENDED VESSEL DRAFTS BELOW LAST YEAR 





Maximum drafts recommended for vessels plying the Great Lakes connecting chan- 


nels, provided by the Lake Carriers’ Association twice each month, were as follows 
at the beginning of June: 








June 1962 Above or below June 1961 
Detroit River (up- and downbound) 23 ft. 2 im. - 1 ft. 3 in. 
St. Clair River (up- and downbound) 24 ft. 2 in. - i &t. 3 ia. 
St. Marys River (up- and downbound) 23 ft. 4 in. +3 tt. 5 in. (up) 


- 0 ft. 4 in. (down) 


The substantial increase in maximum draft for upbound St. Marys traffic this 


year is due to termination of limitations imposed while the channel was being deep- 
ened, 


Lake level forecasts by the U. S. Lake Survey suggest only minor increases in 
draft limits may be forthcoming. Late June and July highs are predicted for Lake 
St. Clair, above the Detroit River, and Lake Huron, above the St. Clair River. The 
St. Marys, however, will have a considerable increase in permissible draft about 
July 1 when the 27-foot channel is completed throughout the river. 




















FOR THE RECORD...a statistical profile of the 


Great Lakes 








April April Jan.-Apr. Jan.-Apr. 
_1962 1961 1962 1961 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 

Iron ore (Upper Lakes) 2,797,086 239,100 2,797,086 239,100 

Bituminous coal 
Lake Erie (Cargo) 3,169,834 2,290,468 4,090,361 2,880,378 
Lake Michigan 315,886 248,610 315,886 267,145 
Lake Ontario (Cargo) 42,604 47,997 42,604 47,997 

Anthracite 9,917 17,649 9,917 17,649 

Grain 744,979 1,456,068 744,979 1,456,068 

SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 

Total traffic 2,807,311 1,757,695 2,807,311 1,757,695 
Eastbound 2,490, 848 1,507,799 2,490, 848 1,507,799 
Westbound 316,463 249 , 896 316,463 249 , 896 

SEAWAY COMMERCE (net tons) 

Montreal-L. Ontario, total 928,561 1,229,894 928,561 1,229, 894 - 
Upbound 424,488 297,425 424,488 297,425 
Downbound 504,073 932,469 504,073 932,469 

Welland Canal, total 1,861,435 1,931,969 1,861,435 1,931,969 
Upbound 601,934 396,322 601,934 396,322 
Downbound 1,259,501 1,535,647 1,259,501 1,535,647 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY (net tons) 

Lockport lock, total 1,931,300 1,620,700 6,521,000 6,032,600 
Upbound 1,652,950 1,407,250 5,445,545 5,140,650 
Downbound 278,350 213,450 1,075,455 891,950 

‘ April April Average April 1962 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1962. 1961 April from L.W.D. 

Superior (Marquette) 599.65 599.83 599.86 - 0.35 

Michigan-Huron (Harbor Beach) 577.57 577.90 578.65 + 0.77 

St. Clair (Grosse Pte. Shores) 573.03 573.59 573.15 + 1.33 

Erie (Cleveland) 570.22 570.84 570.57 + 1.62 

Ontario (Oswego) 244.33 244.44 245.13 + 1.53 


b 
Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 


4In feet above mean water 
level at Father Point, Que. 


Monthly Mean 








WATER DIVERSION March 1962 April 1962 
Into Lake Superior (Ogoki and Long Lake projects) (not available) 
From Lake Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 2,700 cfs 3,700 cfs 


Sources: U. S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey; 


St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.; Lake Carriers’ Assn.; American 
Iron Ore Assn.; Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 





OHIO WATER ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED 





The Ohio Water Commission at its May meeting named 67 persons to a Water Manage- 
ment Advisory Council. Additional members will be added by the commission and nom- 
inated by the new body which will hold its initial meeting September 25. Purpose 


of the council is to provide the commission with statewide contacts with major water- 
using interests and to assist in matters pertaining to formulation of state water 
policies, reviewing water problems and recommending water management proposals. 
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NEW RULING ON DEPRECIATION OF VESSELS HAILED BY LAKE SHIPPING INDUSTRY 





The President's revised tax depreciation regulations for various business 
activities have been applauded by the Lake Carriers' Association. The changes, 
which will permit water transportation equipment to be amortized in 18 years instead 
of 50-60 years, were hailed by the Association as being in line with its proposals 


in recent years for more adequate depreciation as an aid in modernizing the Great 
Lakes fleets. 


A proposal for action of this nature was one of the principal recommendations 
made to the Secretary of Commerce by the Association last year (see September News 
Letter). A 1961 statement of the Association indicated that, unlike the lake fleet, 
most U. S. ocean vessels -- and all of those under the subsidy program -- were de- 
preciated on the basis of a 25-year useful life. The statement noted that Canadian 
Great Lakes shipowners have a much faster amortization rate -- the standard is 15 
per cent per annum and special certificates permit up to 33 1/3 per cent. 


RECORD PLANTING OF LAKE TROUT REPORTED 





Preliminary totals for yearling lake trout planted in Lake Superior during the 
1962 season.according to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, amounted to over 1.7 
million, exceeding the previous high in 1961 by more than one-half million. The 
fish, reared for approximately 15 months in hatcheries, were planted by federal, 
state and provincial agencies. Some 73,000 fish also were freed in Lake Michigan, 
the trout eggs for this group having been contributed by Illinois for rearing in a 
Michigan federal hatchery. The number of yearlings planted since the program began 


five years ago are as follows (in thousands): 1958 - 987; 1959 - 667; 1960 - 1,050; 
1961 - 1,260; 1962 - 1,761. 


PRECIPITATION OVER LAKES BASIN DURING FIRST HALF OF 1962 BELOW AVERAGE IN ALL SECTIONS 


For the January-June period of 1962 precipitation over the entire Great Lakes 
basin averaged 13.24 inches, about 1% inches below the 1900-1961 average. All of the 
individual lake basins were below their long-range averages, but the upper lakes were 
above the 1961 mid-year totals. Precipitation in the Erie and Ontario basins was 


substantially below the average and 1961 amounts. First half totals are shown below 
(in inches) ; 




















Superior Michigan Huron Erie Ontario Great Lakes 
1962 12.58 13.03 13.52 13.16 14.55 13.24 
1961 11.66 12.39 12.73 18.42 18.51 13.83 


1900-61 12.79 14.71 14,34 17.06 16.69 14.50 








CURRENT PORT DEVELOPMENTS 





Detroit's Mayor Calls for Riverfront Master Plan - Mayor Jerome Cavanagh recently 
announced the city plan commission will undertake development of a comprehensive 
waterfront plan for Detroit. It will be used to coordinate the city's industrial, 
recreational and residential redevelopment along 18 miles of riverfront. Federal 
area redevelopment funds requested, with approval expected, will be used for an 
economic study of the port, the findings to be incorporated in the plan commission's 
overall study. 





Erie's Port Viewed by Pittsburghers - The Erie Port Commission arranged for a July 
visit of Pittsburgh traffic and business executives to view the city's port facili- 
ties and 100-acre site now being reclaimed in the eastern section of Presque Isle 
Bay. More than 600,000 cubic yards of the material being dredged in the current 
$1.4 million federal harbor deepening project will be used for fill in the new indus- 
trial and dock site. 





Green Bay Sugar Plant To Process West Indies Cane - A beet sugar refinery in Green 
Bay, the Menominee Sugar Company, will begin processing raw cane sugar in September. 
Importing the sugar from the Dominican Republic via the Seaway will enable the plant, 
idled by an inadequate supply of beets, to reopen with a work force of about 125 
persons. Several boatloads of sugar were processed last year as a pilot operation. 





Milwaukee Harbor Budget Designates Funds for Capital Improvements - The 1963 budget 
of the Milwaukee Board of Harbor Commissioners submitted recently to the common 
council includes $583,000 for harbor development, the first portion in a 5-year pro- 
gram estimated to cost $1,793,000. Major capital improvement items indicated for 
the coming year are: $150,000 for a 40-ton gantry crane, $140,000 for crane and 
railroad tracks on the municipal open dock and $100,000 as the city's share in the 
federal harbor deepening project. The agency's operational budget was set at 
$608,000. Revenues from leasing and operating municipal property and facilities 
were estimated at $1.1 million for 1963, about the same as expected in the current 
year. 





Toledo Port Promotion Scheduled in N. Y. C.; Foreign Trade Zone Expanded - The 
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority is arranging for two luncheon meetings in New 
York City in late September to apprise foreign trade interests of Toledo's port 
facilities and advantages. One meeting is scheduled for personnel of major exporting 
firms and the other for those associated with the movement of waterborne cargo. 





Expansion of the Foreign Trade Zone warehouse to provide 83,000 square feet of 
storage space was completed in July. The $250,000, 35,000-square-foot addition was 
required to meet the increased need for duty-free storage and processing space. 
Commodities received in the zone during its first 11 months of operation totaled 
over 12,000 long tons valued at about $7.1 million. 


Toronto Opens New Terminal; To Have Waterfront Trade Center - The Toronto Harbor 
Commissioners' new $2.5 million marine terminal and Cousins dock was dedicated in 
mid-June. The new storage facility, the fourth built by the port agency, is 600 
feet long and contains 138,000 square feet of floor space. Located on the same 
dock, in the eastern section of the harbor, is a new 300-ton heavy lift crane, 
largest on the Great Lakes, 





Construction of a $60-million trade center complex in the waterfront zone, but 
separated from the docking area, has been approved in principle by the harbor com- 
missioners. The project will occupy 9 acres. Another multi-million dollar project 
of a non-port nature which would have utilized waterfront land reportedly was turned 
down by the commissioners. 





SEAWAY AND OVERSEAS TRADE DEVELOPMENTS 





Waterman Becomes Fourth Subsidized U. S. Lakes-Overseas Service - The U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce in July approved an operating differential subsidy for Waterman 
Steamship Corporation. Service will be between the Great Lakes and western Europe, 
the same area served by Isbrandtsen Steamship Company which received subsidy approval 
in May. Waterman's regularly scheduled operation will begin later this season or in 
1963. Arrangements call for 7 to 12 sailings per season. The shipping firm has 
operated into the lakes on an irregular basis since the Seaway opening, primarily 
handling military cargo. Other U. S. subsidized shipping operations serving the 
lakes are American Export Lines, to the Mediterranean, and Moore-McCormack, to South 
America on a developmental basis. Presently under consideration is an American Ex- 
port application for permission to extend service to Atlantic ports of France and 
Spain in the Bay of Biscay area, 





Lake Superior Iron Ore Direct to Britain - Two cargoes of iron ore pellets were 
shipped during the first half of July from Silver Bay, Minnesota to Cardiff, Wales. 
The ore shipments aboard the Crystal Jewel and Crystal Bell are believed to be the 
first to move directly overseas from Lake Superior. Some ore pellets reportedly 

have moved previously from the Reserve Mining Company's dock, but it was transshipped 
at Contrecoeur on the lower St. Lawrence River. The ocean vessels topped off their 
cargoes with iron ore at Seven Islands, Quebec. 











Overseas Trips Through July Slightly Below 1961 - Upbound overseas voyages through 
the Welland Canal totaled 490, 20 under the 1961 figure, according to a preliminary 
check to the end of July. Comparable data for previous years since the Seaway opened 
are: '1959 - 472, 1960 - 478 and 1961 - 510. Of the 1962 total, about 280 trips were 
made by scheduled services. 





Direct Overseas Trade of U. S. Lake Ports Up 11 Per cent in 1961 - Traffic moving 
directly between some two dozen U. S. Great Lakes and upper St. Lawrence ports and 
harbors throughout the world totaled nearly 5.4 million short tons last year accord- 
ing to a summarization of data in the U. S. Corps of Engineers' annual report just 
issued (see Current References). Imports and exports each rose about 11 per cent, 
their aggregate gain over 1960 amounting to 521,000 tons. Tonnagewise, exports ac- 
counted for about four-fifths of the increase. Totals for the last two years are as 
follows (in short tons): 





Total Imports Exports 
1961 4,852,807 877,116 3,975,691 
1962 5,373,839 979,212 4,394,627 


Some Seaway Specials 

- The seventh and largest crude rubber shipment this season arrived at Cleve- 
land in late July. Totaling 3,100 tons, the cargo was shipped from the 
Singapore area with Akron as its destination, 

- Fifty long tons of Australian boneless beef arrived in Detroit recently, the 
first of a series of monthly receipts expected to continue throughout the 
navigation season. Formerly this commodity traffic has been transshipped 
through east coast ports. 

- Frozen tart red cherries -- more than 3,000,000 pounds of them -- are being 














exported from Green Bay to Europe in August. The shipments, aboard three 
vessels, will represent more than 10 per cent of this season's Door County, 
Wisconsin crop. Wisconsin and Michigan cherry growers reportedly have 
worked for a year and a half to develop the overseas market. In Europe, 
tart cherries are produced on a limited basis only in Italy and Yugoslavia, 
although sweet cherries are grown extensively. 
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WELLAND CANAL ACTION AND INACTION 





Announcement of suspension of tolls on the Welland Canal and the stoppage of 
vessel transits through the canal due to labor problems brought the strategic water- 
way prominently into the news in June and July. 


The tolls announcement came in a speech by the Canadian Prime Minister on June 
15. Suspension of tolls remained in doubt, however, until a second announcement on 
July 23, which also set July 18 as the effective date for the action. Earlier,on 
July 3.a formal Canadian note on the matter was delivered to the U. S. Government, 
which in its reply of July 13 termed the proposed suspension of tolls an acceptable 
modification of the 1959 Seaway tolls agreement between the two countries. Indica- 
tion that the suspension of tolls may be temporary is seen by some in the Canadian 
note's mention of a possible further communication in the event of a Canadian de- 
cision to revoke the suspension and reimpose tolls. 


The Prime Minister in his June speech also indicated that twinning of single 
locks on the 27-mile waterway would proceed as quickly as possible. 


Traffic on the Welland was halted for about thirty hours on July 5 and 6 as a 
result of strife between Canadian maritime unions. More than 30 lake and ocean ves- 
sels were held up within the canal and at its entrances by delaying action of one of 
the unions. An injunction obtained by the Canadian Seaway Authority enabled ship 
traffic to be resumed. The Canadian Labor Minister on July 18 appointed a one-man 
commission to investigate and report on circumstances leading to the disruption of 
shipping on the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence waterway and the denial of the use of Great 
Lakes ports and marine facilities to some vessels. 


NEW BILL FOR SLEEPING BEAR DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE 


A revised bill (S. 3528) for establishment of a 77,000-acre recreation area in 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes section along the Lake Michigan shore in the northwestern 
portion of Michigan's lower peninsula was introduced by Senators Hart and McNamara 
on July 11. Changes and modifications have been made to eliminate controversial 
features in an earlier bill (S. 2153). A change in title also is proposed, from 
national seashore to national lakeshore. 





A significant addition in the new Dunes bill would establish permanent "inland 
lakeshore residential areas'' where condemnation would not be permitted if local 
zoning ordinances were in effect. Any land in these areas voluntarily sold to the 
federal government could not be developed for public use for 25 years. Also, a 10- 
member advisory commission would be established with four members appointed by the 
governor, four by the two counties involved and two by the Secretary of the Interior. 
It would have a key role in determining the boundaries of the residential areas. 
Homes and cottages outside the designated residential areas also would be protected 
from condemnation if they lie within areas having zoning ordinances or, where there 
is no such ordinance, by the owner granting the federal agency a "scenic easement," 


Commercial land uses of the type presently existing could continue and hunting 
and fishing would be permitted in accordance with state laws. 


Approximate total property value within the proposed outer boundaries of the 
park is $17.5 million, with about $3.5 in undeveloped land. The remaining $14 mil- 


lion would stay on the local tax rolls, except where voluntarily sold to the govern- 
ment. 


Sleeping Bear Dunes is one of 29 areas proposed for addition to the National 
Park System in a new Park Service publication entitled "New Parks for the Nation," 
Other Great Lakes sites designated are Indiana Dunes, along southern Lake Michigan, 
and Pictured Rocks on Lake Superior. 





LAKE PORTS OPPOSE PROPOSED RAIL RATE REDUCTIONS ON WHEAT AND FLOUR TO GULF 





The International Association of Great Lakes Ports late in July protested pro- 
posed new rail rate reductions on export wheat and flour from seven midwest and 
Great Plains states to Gulf ports. The protest was made by the Association's traffic 
committee and was directed to the rate bureaus of the western and southwestern rail- 
roads, which now have before them applications from carriers serving the Gulf ports 
for publication of sharply reduced rates on these products. Noting that present 
rates for the origin points involved effect identical overseas landed costs from the 
Gulf and Great Lakes ports, the Association charged the reduced rates to the Gulf 
would destroy the existing rate balance. The effect, it said, would be to deprive 
the lake ports of flour movements which are essential to them and would be unjustly 
preferential to the Gulf ports. Public hearings, in the event the applications are 
docketed by the rate bureaus, were strongly urged. 


Spokesmen for the lake ports say it is apparent a major competitive struggle is 
developing between the Gulf and Great Lakes ports. This struggle, according to 
these sources, will revolve around primary base cargo such as flour and grain but 
also will include other potential Seaway cargo. On the latter, constant nibbling at 
the Great Lakes potential by hundreds of selective rate reductions to the Gulf ports 
is reported. 


Protests by lake ports acting individually have accompanied the Association's 
effort, and at least three lake states have indicated their intention to support the 
lake ports' case before the rate bureaus and the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
should protests to that body become necessary. 


In a related development, an Interstate Commerce Commission examiner early in 
July recommended against disturbing the existing relationship of rail rates on ex- 
port grains from western producing points to Great Lakes and Gulf ports. The recom- 
mended decision resulted from a series of 1960 rate reductions creating the present 
relationship, under which grains move to the lake ports at rates somewhat lower than 
to Gulf ports. The effect of the 1960 reductions, as noted by the examiner, was to 
substantially equalize through costs to Europe via both routes. Prior to 1960 through 
rates had favored the Gulf ports. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERY AGENCY MEETING HEARS FAVORABLE NEWS ON SEA LAMPREY FIGHT 





Highlights of the annual meeting of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission held 
June 19-20 were: 


- Very encouraging reports on sea lamprey reductions in Lake Superior. The 
catch of adult lamprey at 29 electric barriers was only 14 per cent of the 
number taken in 1961. The population of larval lampreys in streams is 
greatly reduced. 

- Lake trout caught in Lake Superior continue to show a reduction of better 
than 80 per cent in occurrence of lamprey wounds, the fish are running about 
one-half pound or more heavier and the survival rate of larger trout has 
improved. Fish below legal size (under 17 inches) are dominated by planted 
and marked individuals. Adversely, natural reproduction remains low, the 
limiting of lake trout fishing by all political units bordering Lake Superior 
being an important move to correct this condition. 

- Approved plans calling for extension of the chemical treatment program to 
streams tributary to Green Bay and northern Lake Michigan while retreatment 
of a number of Lake Superior streams continues. No chemical treatment is 
scheduled for Lake Huron streams through 1963, 


Officers elected at the meeting were Dr. A. L. Pritchard of Ottawa, chairman, 
succeeding Claude Ver Duin of the U. S. section. Donald L. McKernan was named vice- 
chairman and section chairmen are Lester P. Voigt, U. S. and Dr. Pritchard, Canada. 








PENNSYLVANIA TO ADD RECREATION SITE ON LAKE ERIE 





The Pennsylvania Fish Commission is negotiating for property along Lake Erie, 
east of Erie, for a recreation area. Acquisition and development of such a facility, 
to be financed by the General State Authority, was authorized by the state legislature 
in 1961. A sum of $75,000 was designated for the project which will include boat 
launching ramps, docking and sanitary facilities, a parking lot and a breakwater, The 
specific location and size of the site has not been announced to date. 


NEW YORK POLLUTION SURVEY IN LAKE ERIE 





A two-month pollution survey of the state's waters in Lake Erie and tributary 
streams in Chautauqua County was initiated in early June by New York state health 
department personnel. Determination of the amount, extent and sources of pollution 
will enable the state Water Resources Commission to make recommendations for pollu- 
tion control in the state's westernmost county. Lake Erie samples will be taken 
near the surface and bottom at intervals up to two miles from the shore. Samples 
from the streams will be used in giving a preliminary classification to each with 
respect to quality of water and potential use. The highest classes -- AA and A -- 
indicate a water supply source for drinking, food processing, etc. Following public 
hearings, final classifications will be assigned to each stream and a pollution 
abatement program will be undertaken. 


CHICAGO ACTS TO ABATE STREAM POLLUTION AND AERATE RIVER 





The Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago has adopted a new ordi- 
nance, effective July 13, which makes illegal the dumping of wastes which might cause 
pollution in any body of water within the district. The district covers about 870 
square miles in northeast Illinois, most of Cook County. The ordinance, adopted 
after more than a year of meetings with industry and civic committees, calls for a 
maximum fine of $100 a day for any violation. Permission for the installation of 
any system that will discharge industrial or other wastes into any water body must 
be granted by the district trustees. Also, any municipality of less than 500,000 
population must obtain a district permit before making changes or extensions in 
existing sewage systems. Under the ordinance the board can petition the circuit or 


superior courts for an injunction to halt illegal pollution of the district's water- 
ways. 


An experimental project to increase the dissolved oxygen content of the Chicago 
River was begun in early July by a commercial firm under a contract with the Sanitary 
District. The aeration equipment is on a catamaran-type float and will be used in 
various parts of the waterway over a 120-day period. Two rotating devices churn up 
the river and permit oxygen to be absorbed when the water is exposed to the atmos- 
phere. It is expected that 10,000 pounds of dissolved oxygen per day will be added 
to the river. Increased oxygen will aid in reducing pollution and odors in the river 
derived from storm sewer overflow and other sources. 


OHIO SEEKS FEDERAL FUNDS TO STUDY PIPING LAKE WATER TO INLAND AREAS 





A grant of $45,000 from the Housing and Home Finance Agency will be sought by 
Ohio for a study of the economic feasibility of piping Lake Erie water to inland 
areas in the northwestern section of the state. Application for the grant, announced 


in late July, will be sponsored by the Department of Industrial and Economic De- 
velopment. 


Tapping Lake Erie for interior areas has been proposed by the Lake Erie Water- 
shed Conservation Foundation (see May 1960 News Letter) and also was recommended in 
an inventory report on the Maumee River basin by the state water agency. Proposals 
also have been advaned for a similar development in the northeastern section of the 
state. About 11,700 square miles of Ohio lies within the Lake Erie watershed, 28 
per cent of the state's total land and inland water area. 





INTEGRATED BASIN-WIDE PILOTAGE SYSTEM UNDER STUDY 





Establishment of an integrated Great Lakes pilotage system covering all of the 
Great Lakes reportedly is under study by the Great Lakes Pilotage Administration. 
As reported in the Watertown Daily Times, the study, announced in the agency's testi- 
mony before appropriations committees of the Congress, is one of its major projects 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1962. The pilot system now in effect includes 
separate pilot pools for the three districts in which ocean vessels are required to 
use the service of a registered U. S. or Canadian pilot. Review of the apprentice 
pilot program also was mentioned as a subject to receive special consideration 
during the coming year. 





In another pilotage development, the same federal agency in June announced pro- 
posed changes in present pilotage fees. The proposed changes were described by the 
agency as including rates for services not previously provided and as adjustments 
for inequities in existing pilotage rates and conditions. At public hearings in 
Washington on June 27 lake port interests and ship operators charged the changes 
would result in unwarranted additional costs and would discourage the development of 
the Great Lakes ports and overseas commerce. Pilot organizations generally supported 
the objectives of the proposed changes. Status of the recommended changes is not 
known at this time. 


TWO UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SHIPS ENGAGED IN GREAT LAKES RESEARCH 


Vessels of the University of Michigan's Great Lakes Research Division since 
early July have been probing the waters and bottoms of the upper lakes. The 114-foot 
Inland Seas, formerly the National Park Service's Ranger II (see March News Letter), 
began its first season with atwo-weeks cruise into Lake Superior to follow up on re- 
search begun last summer. Principal activity was studies of the extent and nature 
of lake bottom sediments. Subsequently, the vessel moved into Lake Huron for investi- 
gations with Detroit's department of water supply. The remainder of the season will 
be spent in southern Lake Michigan studying currents, water quality and meteorolog- 
ical conditions. Some of the research is in cooperation with the U. S. Public Health 
Service's Great Lakes water pollution study. Scientists from a number of universities 
are utilizing the equipment and instruments aboard the Inland Seas. 











A second research vessel, the 34-foot Naiad, is operating in Grand Traverse Bay 
for the second year. Developmental studies for measuring currents and wave heights 
are among the projects underway. 


GREAT LAKES AREA APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES 





Loring F. Oeming has succeeded Milton P. Adams as a Michigan representative on the 
Great Lakes Commission. Mr. Oeming became executive secretary of the Michigan Water 
Resources Commission upon Mr. Adams' retirement at the end of June. 














Dr. A. L. Pritchard was elected chairman of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission at 
its June meeting. Dr. Pritchard, who succeeded Claude Ver Duin, is director of the 
conservation and development service of the Canadian Department of Fisheries. 








The International Association of Great Lakes Ports at its June meeting elected 
Louis C. Purdey, Toledo, administrative chairman. He also is chairman of the Ameri- 
can section of IAGLP. C. W. Morgan, Hamilton, is chairman of the Canadian section. 











Carroll A. Priest was elected president of the Council of Lake Erie Ports to succeed 
Albert 0. Appell, Jr. Mr. Priest is vice president in charge of operations for the 
Cleveland Stevedore Company. 











Harold C, Jordahl, Jr. has been appointed director of the Wisconsin Department of 
Resource Development by Governor Nelson. He succeeds Dr. David Carley who resigned 














to run for a state elective office. 








IJC REQUESTED TO STUDY WATERWAY LINK BETWEEN HUDSON AND ST. LAWRENCE RIVERS 





The U. S. and Canadian governments in early July sent a reference to the Inter- 
national Joint Commission requesting a study of the feasibility of improving the 
existing waterway or of developing other routes for a waterway between the St. Law- 
rence and upper Hudson rivers via Lake Champlain (see January and March News Letters). 
The request calls for an appraisal of the costs and the value to the two countries 
of any such projects and the effects the projects would have on conservation and 
recreation plans. The study will require at least a year to complete. 


Barge traffic now moving over the inland route is limited in the 80-mile Canadian 
section by depths of about 6.5 feet in the Chambly Canal, along the Richelieu River. 
The New York section of the route between Lake Champlain and Albany has a 12-foot 
depth. 


LAKES-OVERSEAS GRAIN EXPORTS AT NEW HIGH 





Grain exports from U. S. lake ports to overseas markets reached a record high 
of more than 66 million bushels for the period through June. Grain inspected for 
direct shipment overseas totaled 43.4 million bushels and that shipped to lower St. 
Lawrence River ports for transshipment overseas amounted to 22.7 million bushels, 
according to a Commission analysis. Corn, the export leader, accounted for over 25 
million bushels of the total -- 14.9 million direct and 10.6 million for transship- 
ment through Canadian ports. The volume of grain inspected through June from all 
U. S. lake ports for the years since the Seaway opening are as follows (in 000's of 
bushels): 











Thru June Direct Overseas via Canada Total 
1959 30,170 not available* not available 
1960 34,338 6,036 40,374 
1961 24,326 12,326 36,652 
1962 43,447 22,669 66,116 


* Total for year was 26.7 million bushels 


Based on comparisons of grain inspections through June with season totals in 1960 
and 1961, total overseas grain shipments in 1962 should be approximately 200 million 
bushels. Comparative traffic for the 1959-61 seasons ranged from 115 to 118 million 
bushels. 


All of the four major U. S. lake ports for overseas grain have made gains in 
1962. Data obtained from local grain and port agencies and summarized below indi- 
cate shipments through June in 1961 and 1962. 














April- Direct Overseas To Lower St. Lawrence 

Port June 000's of bu. Ships 000's of bu. Ships 
Duluth- 1961 19,952 55 7,623 21 
Superior 1962 31,117 79 11,700 29 
Toledo 1961 851 4 7,323 26 
1962 4,661 18 12,251 41 
Chicago 1961 1,261 16 2,958 11 
1962 4,574 49 3,088 11 
Mi lwaukee 1961 1,421 2 --- 0 
1962 1,922 14 2,993 6 


The 1962 grain traffic shown above totals 42.3 million bushels for direct over- 
seas shipments and 30 million bushels to Canadian ports on the lower St. Lawrence. 
Much of the latter subsequently will be transshipped overseas. 


- continued at bottom of page 9 - 





FOR THE RECORD...A statistical 

















profile of the Great Lakes 











May June Jan.-June Jan.-June 
1962 1962 1962 1961 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 

Iron ore (upper lakes) 10, 180,087 11,006,535 23,985,483 15,944,458 

Bituminous Coal 
Lake Erie (cargo) 5,010,969 4,779,794 13,881,124 11,924,398 
Lake Michigan 662,781 702,526 1,681,193 1,499,583 
Lake Ontario (cargo) 107,710 99,098 249 5412 342,852 

Anthracite 21,783 22,384 54,084 66,237 

Grain 2,293,149 1,887,325 4,925,453 5,951,297 

SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 

Total traffic 12,464,902 12,585,110 27,857,323 21,521,633 
Eastbound 11,111,347 11,187,707 24,789,902 18,926,953 
Westbound 1,353,555 1,397,403 3,067,421 2,624, 680 

SEAWAY COMMERCE (net tons) 

Montreal-L. Ontario, Total 3,807,742 3,703,081 8,454,766 7,583,238 
Upbound 1,461,436 1,769,094 3,661,546 2,273,575 
Downbound 2,346, 306 1,933,987 4,793,220 5,309,663 

Welland Canal, Total 4,704,995 5,053,124 11,912,503 10,159,217 
Upbound 1,534,311 1,813,654 3,955,494 2,292,477 
Downbound 3,170,684 3,239,470 7,957,009 7,866,740 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY (net tons) 

At Lockport, Total 1,955,950 1,910,050 10, 387 ,000 9,437,250 
Upbound 1,661,250 1,612,750 8,719,545 7,958,750 
Downbound 294,700 297,300 1,667,455 1,478,500 

ia June June Average June 1962, 
LAKE LEVELS 1962 1961 June from L.W.D. 

Superior (Marquette) 600.35 600.38 600 . 69 + 0.35 

Michigan-Huron (Harbor Beach) 377.93 578.18 579.19 + 1.13 

St. Clair (Grosse Pte. Shores) 573.33 574.00 573.67 + 1.63 

Erie (Cleveland) 570.43 571.50 571.08 + 1.83 

Ontario (Oswego) 245.34 245 .58 245.64 + 2.54 


a 
In feet above mean water level 


bLow Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
at Father Point, Que., 1955 


chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 








Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION May 1962 June 1962 
Into Lake Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 4,800 cfs 10,100 cfs 
From Lake Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,200 cfs 3,400 cfs 


Sources: U. S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit and Chicago Districts and Lake Survey; 


St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.; Lake Carriers’ Assn.; American 
Iron Ore Assn.; Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 





- continued from page 8 - 


Canadian direct overseas grain shipments from Fort William-Port Arthur totaled 
7.4 million bushels through June compared to 6.5 million for the same period last 


year. Ocean vessels handling this cargo totaled 28 in each of the years. Grain 


shipments to eastern Canadian elevators for export are not known, but total Lakehead 
grain shipments through June were only about one-half the 1961 volume -- 70.1 million 
bushels compared to 137.4 million. 
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